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There is Power... 

2019 feels very much like 1989 to me. 
 
In the spring of 1989, I was in Poland during the Roundtable Talks be-
tween the Communist government and the Solidarity Labor Union. The 
whole country seemed to be sitting on the edge of their seats waiting to 
find out whether the Soviet-backed government would relent and begin to 
share power or the resistance to such oppressive power would fail its lead-
ers jailed or even executed for their brazenness. 
 
In June of 1989, the world sat spellbound, watching as protesters gathered 
by the tens of thousands in Tienanmen Square in Beijing—particularly as 
one lone man carrying what looked like grocery bags just stood in the mid-
dle of the street in front of a column of advancing tanks. Would the tanks 
stop or would they run him over, a gruesome reminder of the power of a 
totalitarian government? 
 
In November of that year, the most visible symbol of the Iron Curtain came 
crashing down as East Germans and West Germans destroyed the wall 
between them in Berlin. Would the Soviet Union and its leader, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, draw the line and send in the military, or would the most impor-
tant vassal state in the Warsaw Pact be allowed to go its own way? 
 
In 2019, over 1.7 million people took to the streets in a single day in Hong 
Kong to protest Chinese government attempts to further curtail the democ-
ratic nature of the island’s government. People have been protesting since 
March 31 every single day. Venezuelans have been protesting since Janu-
ary because there are real reasons to suspect that their president was 
elected illegally. Georgians protested the continuing attempts by Russia to 
impose closer relations between the two countries even as the former So-
viet Republic tries to move closer to Western European countries and pro-
mote greater democracy. Protesters in Algeria forced the resignation of a 
corrupt president before he could stand for reelection to a fifth term. 
 
Power is on the move. Again.  
 
One could look at history and see that Power is always on the move, of 
course. Most of the time, Power moves from person or dynasty to person 
or dynasty at the same level of wealth and authority, but sometimes, Power 
moves from the high and mighty to the low and downtrodden. Such it was 
in 1989. Such it is now. And such it was 2000 years ago.  

Continued Next Page 
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This is the Incarnation of God in Jesus of Nazareth. God, High and Mighty Creator of the Universe, 
chose to become low and downtrodden in the form of an infant. And not an infant born in a royal palace 
but an infant born in a stable with domesticated animals for an audience and a hay trough for his bed. 
We who follow Christ today would do well to remember that the Power of our faith comes from God’s 
willingness to meet the lowliest where they live, not to shame them but to journey with them, show 
them their dignity and worth, and remind all who are above them in station that all people are equal in 
God’s eyes and heart. 
 
If we are to grapple with what that means, to see clearly how the very willingness of God to “move into 
the neighborhood” as Eugene Peterson says so eloquently in John 1 in The Message, then we have to 
wrestle with the Power that we have as well as the Power that we forget to claim. From September 8 
through November 24, the Gospel lessons give us that opportunity. This month, we’ll examine the Pow-
ers of Doing, Finding, Honesty, and Listening. How can we DO what we do in ways that invite others to 
join us even as what we DO brings us healing, hope, and joy? What do we need to FIND in ourselves 
and others that we don’t even know we’re missing? Are we HONEST enough with ourselves to under-
stand how we can grow and deepen our relationships with God through Jesus Christ and with each 
other through our prayers and our service? How can we LISTEN better for God’s voice and for the 
voices of those around us who have needs that we can help them meet—and perhaps be blessed in 
the process by having our own needs met? 
 
As we move further into the search process, let us also remember the Power of prayer. I’m grateful for 
any prayers that you may want to send for the weekly Pastoral Search Team Prayer e-mail (drop me 
an e-mail, pastor@firstchurchnc.com, or hand me a written prayer on Sunday morning; I’ll add them to 
the queue as I receive them). I encourage you to pray daily for the team as well as for all the candi-
dates whose profiles come our way. Our lives will intertwine, however briefly, and each party has 
something to learn from the interaction that will help prepare them for the right church or, in our case, 
the right pastor. I’m reasonably certain that by now, the next pastor is somewhere in the search proc-
ess; perhaps we already have her or his profile or perhaps he or she is just starting to write it and to 
seek our references. Whatever the case, the candidates have been prompted by the Great Power that 
is God to enter the process and just as we trust to God for sending the right person to us, each of them 
is trusting God to send them to the right church. Yes, indeed, there is Power in prayer! 
 
September is as busy as usual around here. We will see each other many times this month. Let’s re-
member the Power of community while we bake and sell blueberry crisp, set up the trailer, and travel 
back and forth to Fryeburg (which I know mostly happens in October, but it’s good to be thinking and 
preparing now!). Make some time to join the fun. I promise: it’s worth it! 
 
This is a Power-full place because of the faith of each person here. Let’s use that Power wisely for the 
glory of God and good of all people. 
 
       In God;s Mighty Power, 
 
       Pastor Ruth 
 
 

mailto:pastor@firstchurchnc.com
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The Vaughan Learning Center now has 

Pre-K openings for 4 year olds.  Con-

tact Heather for more info at  

603-356-5213. 

News from the Food Fundraising (Fryeburg Fair) Committee 
 

Hello First Church: 

 

I am at the point of getting ready to call our first planning meeting for the 2019 Fryeburg Fair and our 

Blueberry Crisp operations there.  However, several birdies and other messengers have told me that 

Some of the good people that we rely on during moving, baking and selling blueberry crisp at the fair 

may have some individual scheduling conflicts already so that they will not be able to give the same 

assistance as they have in the past. 

 

In light of this situation, could all of you who have regularly helped: 1. Move and setup the trailer, 

2.Baked crisp for days and days, 3. Worked in the booth at the fair, 4. or washed pans and any number 

of other helpful tasks please e-mail me at richard.goss@roadrunner.com to let me know if you are going 

to experience a change in the schedule of help you normally give. 

 

Once I get that information together, we will be able to plan for the various new challenges which will 

face us as we blueberry along. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Richard P Goss III, chair  

mailto:richard.goss@roadrunner.com
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9/11 REFLECTIONS EIGHTEEN YEARS LATER 
By Muriel Magg 

 

 It’s still easy to be angry about the September 11, 2001 attacks. Another anni-

versary brings with it the return of all of the emotions and reflections of that day 

eighteen years ago. 

 We recall where we were. The images we saw on TV. How we reacted. How we 

felt; helpless, and filled with heartache. 

 For me, living in New York at the time, the lessons I learned were about sur-

vival, about resilience, about people coming together to help one another during a cri-

sis, and about the United States as a nation of the world rather than one that stands 

alone. 

 It is from death that new life arises. Such is the case at Ground Zero too. The 

destroyed World Trade Center site looks nothing like it did on that fateful day. It now 

has a memorial, museum and a new Trade Center Building. The entire site is known 

as The World Trade Center and the National September 11th Memorial and Museum. 

 The memorial and museum honors the people killed in the horrific attacks as 

well as hundreds more who risked their lives to save others and all who demonstrated 

extraordinary compassion in the aftermath of the attacks, while the exhibits explain 

the tragedy. It is located at the epicenter of Ground Zero at the World Trade Center 

site. The names of every person who died are inscribed in bronze panels around two 

enormous memorial pools with waterfalls that stand in the footprints of where the 

Twin Towers once stood. The new trade center-affectionately named Freedom Tower, 

is taller than the previous towers. It stands at 1,776 feet. It’s height symbolizes the 

year the Declaration of Independence was signed. The building serves as a symbol of 

freedom, determination and renewal. 

At the beautiful National September 11th Memo-

rial, my very favorite thing is a Callery Pear Tree 

known as the “Survivor Tree.” Planted at the 

original World Trade Center in the 1970’s, it was 

badly burned and damaged when the towers fell, 

reduced mostly to an eight-foot stump, its 

branches and roots broken off.  

     

 
    Continued Next Page 
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Here it is the 1
st
 of September and school has already 

started. It is also time to kick off Sunday school on Sep-
tember 8

th
. Sandy, Jenn and Jenn are looking forward to 

working with the children throughout the month of Sep-
tember. On the 8

th
 we will be going on a stroll through 

downtown North Conway to see the churches that are lo-
cated along Main Street and learn a little bit about each 
one. On the way back to church we will stop in Schouler 

Park to enjoy some time developing prayers using M&Ms. It should be a great 
time for all.  Starting on September 15

th
 we will be studying the Ten Command-

ments looking at a different one each week. Hopefully, everyone will be able to 
attend each Sunday.        Karen and Sandy  

 Continued from Previous Page 

 

 It amazes me that in October of 2001, in 

the middle of clearing out the toxic and still 

smoking rubble at what was then called 

Ground Zero, workers had the presence of 

mind to notice that the tree was still alive and 

to ask the city’s horticultural experts to try and 

save it. The city’s Department of Parks and 

Recreation moved what was left of the tree to 

a site in the Bronx and nursed it back to 

health. In 2010, it was returned to a place of 

honor at the 9/11 Memorial where it stands tall 

and thriving. 

 Each year, the 9/11 Memorial gives 

seedlings from the “Survivor Tree” to commu-

nities that have endured tragedy. Being a fruit 

tree, the “Survivor Tree” flowers every year, 

bursting into a cloud of white blossoms. I 

can’t think of a better way to remember, look 

ahead, and be reminded that there is renewal 

and rebirth.  

“Survivor Tree” 
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Almost Time for Mud Bowl! 
This year’s theme is Mudeo 
Games after Video Games. 

This is a family fun event that 
runs from September 6th thru 
September 8th.  The event is a 
big fundraiser for 3 local non-
profit organizations, RSVP,  
N. Conway Community Center 
and The Vaughan Learning Cen-
ter. Early Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Learning Center. 
For more information please 
call Heather at 603-356-5213. 
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NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship Retreat 

“The Story of You” 
Mindfulness, Simplicity, Gratefulness 

Retreat Leaders:  
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof — A Veridas Labyrinth Facilitator 
Liz Greenberg, LICSW—A SoulCollage Facilitator 
 
You will make SoulCollage Cards.  Through experiences of SoulCollage and Labyrinth, you will enter into knowing 
yourself better.  Creating and sharing your cards can be fun, profound, and sacred experience. 
 Friday & Saturday, September 27 & 28 
 CAMP SENTINEL 
 Center Tuftonboro, NH 
 
Cost of retreat is $80 before September 10 and $90 after September 10, which includes 3 meals, waterfront activities, 
lodging, retreat materials, and worship.  Make checks payable to NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship and send to: Trudie 
Bergeron, 46 Nantucket Place, Greenland, NH 03840 or for questions trudieglenn@yahoo.com.   

MEMORIAL GARDEN AUGUST 17, 2019 

Join us for coffee hour in the Memorial Garden on September 15th, 

sponsored by the Memorial Garden Committee. 
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9/3 Jeremy Bragdom 
9/4 Karla Garland 
9/7 Penelope Robinson 
9/10 Jason Robinson 
9/11 Sara Derse 
9/16 Lisa Gibson 
9/21 Floyd Corson 
9/23 Kimberly Henigan 
9/24 Charles Taylor 
9/24 Grand Eastman 
9/25 Kadence Zimerle 
9/27 Lynn Runne 
9/27 Tavon Porter 
9/30 Karen Umberger 
9/30 Anne Polak 

9/6 Joseph & Denise Leighton 
9/8 Dick & Carol Stoneman 
9/17 Richard Goss III & Helen Goss 
9/18 Robert & Marcia Smith 
9/29 Michael & Charlotte Boucher 

 

Prayer of Blessing for the Groundbreaking of the  
Vaughan Community Services, Inc., Food Pantry and Clothing Depot Building 

August 8, 2019 
 
     Almighty God, you who are present in every time and place, be present here today 
as we celebrate this occasion.  
     We hallow this ground as a safe, welcoming space of service for all of your children, 
those who come with needs for service and those who come to serve in your name.  
     Let this new building be a place of hope as this community ministers with love.  
     Bless those who have used their talents to design and engineer the building to be 
built.  
     Bless those whose talents will build the new building.  
     Bless those who will have the courage to come to this place, that they will know your 
love for them and be strengthened with dignity.  
     In this place, let us honor the teaching of Jesus, the teaching of the Torah, and in-
deed the universal teaching of all faiths in our service, that we are to love all of our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.  
     This is how we change the world, one life at a time with love and hope and joy.  
     Amen. 
Composed and offered by Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver, Interim Pastor, First Church of 
Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ 
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JEN ’S FRIEN DS HILL CLIM B 
 

 Once again, I am organizing “Team Leona” for Jen’s Friends Hill Climb 

which will take place on Sept 14
th
 at Cranmore Mountain.  This year, it is not only in 

honor of Leona Hill but also Art Hill who passed away May 14
th .

  
 The need for nonmedical support never diminishes as Jen’s Friends contin-
ues to provide financial help for a growing number of people in the MWV battling 
cancer.  As one who knows firsthand the insurmountable medical expenses associ-
ated with cancer treatment, Jen’s Friends helps to lighten the burden for many.  
 I will provide pledge sheets and liability release forms on the bulletin board of 
the Vestry for anyone interested in participating in this symbolic and meaningful 
event and/or asking your families, friends and neighbors to pledge support.   It is 
not about the climb.  It’s about a journey of remembrance, hope, and celebration 
along the way. 
 Won’t you please join us by pledging your support and participating in the 
Climb if interested and able. The chairlift is available for those not able to climb, yet 
want to take part in the celebration at the top.  
    
   Thank you and God Bless. Sharon Seaman  

After Service coffee hour hosted by 

the Fellowship Coordinators 

returns on September 8th 
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In this up coming Fall season, let us remem-
ber those who are not able to be out and 
about due to physical limitations or fragile im-
mune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Marge 
and Dudley Hall, Janet Earnshaw, and Linda 
Derse. 
 
Peg Chisholm is at Mineral Springs Care Facility., 
1251 White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. 
Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, 
Dot Towle, Bebe Taylor and Frances Ross are at 
Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain Hwy, North 
Conway, 03860. If you’re passing through Ossipee, 
stop in at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 Water 
Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864, to see Harriet Good-
win; she loves cards and cheery notes, as well. You 
can visit or send cards to Lynn Runne at Fryeburg 
Health Care Center, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 
04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the 
church office with prayer concerns for Sunday or for 
next month’s issue of The Congregate Tidings. You 
are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to be 
sent for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and gen-
eral “thinking of you”/“pick me up” notes by contact-
ing Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator of the Diacon-
ate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home, (603) 
496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

 

Please plan to attend 

our first Stewardship 

meeting for 2019 on 

September 8th after 

worship.  Please come 

with ideas to discuss. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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August Newsletter Collators:  Thank you! 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 


