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Inside this Issue: 

Rev. John's Musings 

     Abraham’s encounter with the three travelers in Genesis 18 illus-

trates my hope for First Church, Congregational UCC for the years 

ahead. This is what I see in this text and in Abraham: running to wel-

come strangers. 

      Abraham was sitting at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the 

day, resting I expect, maybe having a nap, when he looked up and 

saw three travelers, three strangers. When he saw them, he jumped 

up and ran to greet them. Abraham’s posture throughout this short 

narrative is striking; though resting, he was ready to welcome strang-

ers. And then he ran (in the heat of the day): first he ran to greet 

them, then he ran to the tent for a word with Sarah about the baking, 

then he ran to the herd to arrange the main course. Then, after serv-

ing, while his guests were eating, he stood by while they ate, just in 

case something else might be needed. This is the posture I want this 

year—running to welcome strangers. Then standing ready to provide 

everything that is needed. 

     Who were Abraham’s guests? Who did Abraham see when he 

looked up and saw three travelers? Did he see the face of God? 

That’s what the author tells us in verse 1: “the Lord appeared to 

Abraham.” Who did Abraham see? The author of Hebrews in the New 

Testament tells us these men were angels—and instructs us: we, too, 

should offer similar hospitality to strangers. 

     Who do we see when we look up and see a stranger? Do we see 

the face of our Lord? 

     Hospitality is a challenge for so many of us. What about the theo-

logical stranger? Or those who worship in ways we don’t care for? 

Can we welcome them? And even more difficult for most of us, espe-

cially now—can we welcome the political stranger? In this polarized 

time in our country, can we bear witness to the abundant, generous 

hospitality we’ve received in Jesus our Lord by welcoming those who 

hold political views different from our own? 

     This is the posture I pray for this year and beyond: running to wel-

come strangers. I invite you to join me. With thanks to God: Creator, 

Redeemer, and Gracious Donor of all our days.  

 

See you in Church, Pastor John 
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Continued from Page 1 

Deacon’s corner 

Notes from the Diaconate:  
 

 We have a plan in place to resume In-Person Sunday services before Advent!  More details coming 
soon. 

  

 The Prayer Box is up and ready for prayer requests from one and all! 

  

 Gerry Tilton and Evelyn Porter continue their hard work of reaching out to church friends who are in 
need. 

  

 Our signs on the front lawn are being noticed-ask Pastor John to share what he observed! 

  

 Jodie Neal, Trustee, joined the Diaconate for a meeting last night.  It was nice to have her with us!  

   

 Ken Schiller wore shorts and a tee shirt to the meeting and was promptly scolded by those in warm 
clothes. 

  

 Be well and God bless! 

Report of New Hampshire Conference from Rev. John Hogue 
 
NH UCC CONFERENCE ( Held via Zoom) 
 
Horton Center- New Foundation at Hope Cabin. Had record turnout via Zoom. Had personal 
appeals to cover budget loss do to no camp payments. Planning in-person camp in 
Spring.  Hired interim to be the Executive Director, Tim Hughes and Tivvi as the Assistant. 
 
Youth National Event Purdue Univ. June 27-30 2022 
 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shore-Goss Christian Witness on the Rights of Nature Resolution passed 
99% and will go to General Synod Kansas City, which will be via Zoom. Resolution holds us 
to be responsible for resources of the earth and promotes fair distributive justice. Also 
seeks to stop exploitation of nature and restore habitat versus projects that damage and 
harm nature. 
 
Note that budget was passed but careful observation of giving and PPE loan proved to be 
invaluable. 
 
All reports and budget are viewable online at Conference website. 
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NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD - A HYMN OF GRATITUDE 
By Muriel Magg 

 
 

 For many churches the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” is as much a part of Thanksgiving as 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, NFL games, turkey, pumpkin pie and napping. This hymn con-
jures up the image of a congregation singing in unison, following the lead of a stately pipe organ. It is a 
bold and beautiful hymn that isn’t simply a song of thanksgiving, but a prayer of hope. 
 To understand where this hymn came from, I would like to describe a very different image: A min-
ister and his family sing this hymn before dinner to thank God for the scraps of food they have on the 
table in their meager home in a desolate refugee city that is afflicted with famine, disease and war. 
 Martin Rinkart, the son of a poor coppersmith, was born on April 23, 1586 in Eilenburg, Germany. 
A clergyman and hymnist, he is best known for the text to “Now Thank We All Our God” (Nun danket alle 
Gott) written about 1636. The text was set to music by Johann Cruger about 1647, and translated into 
English in the 19th century by Catherine Winkworth. The tune was used by J. S. Bach in his cantatas 79 
and 192 and by Felix Mendelssohn in the Hymn of Praise movement of his Symphony No.2. 
 As a youth, Martin was a choirboy at St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, Germany where J. S. Bach 
was later music director. He went on to study at the University of Leipzig and became a schoolmaster 
and cantor, held several pastorates, and became the Bishop of Eilenburg in 1617, a position he held un-
til his death. At the age of 31, Martin was called to serve as pastor of the church at Eilenburg, in his 
home town. He was a pastor during the horrors of the Thirty Years War, and that difficult ministry in-
spired him to both sacrificial service and to the writing of hymns of praise and confidence in God. 
 Since Eilenburg was a walled city, it overflowed with refugees, causing widespread disease and 
famine. During the horrible plague of 1637, Rinkart officiated at forty to fifty funerals a day. One of those 
funerals was that of his own wife. But in spite of the incredible demands on his ministry, Martin poured 
himself out in charity, giving away all the food and clothing he had obtained, except just enough to pre-
serve his own hungry family. It was at this time Martin wrote many theological works and over sixty 
hymns. 
 When it finally appeared there would be peace, Martin wrote “Now Thank We All Our God” (his 
best known) as a hymn of gratitude for his children to sing at the dinner table. He could recognize that 
our God is faithful, and even when the world looks bleak, He is “bounteous” and is full of blessings. At 
the end of the war in 1648, “Nun danket alle Gott” was sung at the Peace of Westphalia celebrations. 
Imagine the jubilant response of the people who were at the mercy of warring leaders. It must have hap-
pened exactly as the first words of this powerful hymn describe. With their “hearts, their hands and their 
voices,” they were in awe of the wondrous things God was doing. 
 The text of the first two stanzas are based on Ecclesiastes 50:22-24. The first stanza is a depic-
tion of a bounteous and gracious God who has blessed us and provided for us. The second stanza 
moves to the future, asking for strength during the trials of life. The third and final stanza ends with a re-
wording of the Doxology as if to say, “The Lord 
gives, and the Lord takes away, may the name of 
the Lord be praised.” 
 It’s a testament to Martin’s faith that, after 
such misery, he  was able to write a hymn of abid-
ing trust and gratitude toward God.  Martin Rinkart 
died December 8, 1649 at age 63, a ripe old age in 
the 17th century, at a time when mere existence 
had been a struggle. 
 As we in America prepare to celebrate 
Thanksgiving in a few weeks, let us remember the 
amazing account of Rev. Martin Rinkart and may 
we, like him, sing with one voice: “NOW THANK 
WE ALL OUR GOD.” 
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All Saints Day  November 1st 
 
All Saints Day, also known as All Hallows' Day, or Hallowmas, is a Christian celebration in honor of all the 
saints from Christian history.  All Saints Day comes from a conviction that there is a spiritual connection 
between those in Heaven and on Earth. We will honor and remember those who have died within the 
past year. Please email the name of one who has died to Pastor Gerry or Pastor John at
(pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com), and a candle will be lit in honor of their memory. As each name is ut-
tered, a bell will be tolled in their memory. We also will have a time of silence for all those who have died 
from COVID-19. We will remember our friends and loved ones during worship on Nov.1, 2020 as All 
Saints Sunday. 

Remember to turn your clocks back Oct. 31
st

. Daylight Saving Time starts Nov 1. 
 
 

 
Just a Note - Pastor John will have office hours Monday thru 

Thursday, 9:00 A.M. until Noon.  His days off are Friday and 

Saturday unless there is an emergency.  

Stewardship Sunday  November 8th   
The stewardship focus scripture is from the letter from 1st John 4:7.  
 
Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and everyone who loves is born from God 
and knows God 
 
Because of you, our church, First Church, Congregational expresses God's love in our community as a 
church and our mission of Vaughn Community Services. Stewardship materials should have arrived by the 
time you receive this newsletter. We are called to the love of children. Our Sunday School and youth activi-
ties are being revamped and the joy of volunteers stepping up to help. 
 
We are called to love our neighbors. Did you know since being your Pastor, I am reaching out to all of you 
and hopefully in time will have connected with all of you?  Did you know I have helped with food and cloth-
ing with a young man who lost everything from a fire? This is our story of love. Changing one life at a time. I 
am grateful for Jennifer and her ministry . I am grateful for the Learning Center and its outreach to parents. 
All of us are doing amazing things in these strange times. With your help, we can show the world what love 
is.  I cannot wait to share with you our stories what our love is like and doing. Will you answer the call to 
love? 

November Special Days and Special Events 

Please remember to Vote 

mailto:pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

We are planning ahead this year to get the Annual Report put together and published prior to 

the Call to Annual Meeting (date will be announced at a later time). The report deadline for 

all Committees, Trustees , and others is DECEMBER 15, 2020. 

Nov. 15  We will have a special worship service for Veterans Day. 
A call that remains the three-fold purpose of Veterans' Day: remembering those who fought and 
died, celebrating all veterans, and promoting an enduring peace. We will honor all branches of the 
service and have a special moment of remembrance and peace. 

We will have a special Thanksgiving message with prayers via Zoom, 
Facebook and Internet connection on our Website on Nov. 25 at 5:30pm. 
The style of the service will be still in the planning stages. Please stay tuned to forthcoming 
developments. 

More Special Events 

 Vaughan Fundraiser 
 

Vaughan Learning Center is having a Calendar Fundraiser.  100% of the proceeds 
go towards supplies and learning materials for the children. Tickets are $10.00 
each.  Prizes galore! Some of the items you can win are gift cards, 1 hour massage, 
manicure, jewelry, 1 hour house cleaning and much more!  Prizes are drawn daily, 
Monday through Friday during the month of November.  For more information or 
to purchase tickets, please contact Heather at heather@vaughannh.com, you can 
call 603-356-5213 or stop by the center to see Heather.   

We are planning in person Sunday Services to be held in the Sanctuary be-
ginning November 22nd.  Stay tuned for updates! 
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BALDWIN GRAND PIANO FOR SALE  
 

This classic Model R American made piano built in 1972, is owned by the estate of the late pianist, 

Judy Herrick. The piano with bench are in good condition and features a beautiful ebony high gloss 

finish and classic look which never goes out of style. Throughout the 20th century, Baldwin was one 

of the most popular American-built piano makers, and used Baldwin pianos are still sought after by 

pianists today.  

 

In addition to the piano, a Celtic Harp and 12-String Mandolin are also available.  

For more information regarding these instruments, please contact Nancy Fitts at 986-7674.  

November 11, 2020 
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“The View from My Window” 
Jennifer Perkins – Vaughan Administrator 

 

Autumn Morning 

The south-west wind is blowing, 

A red fox hurries by; 

A lake of silver water 

Reflects a rainbow sky! 

The morning sun is shining 

Upon the golden corn; 

An early blackbird wakens  

And sings to greet the dawn! 

Adeline White 

 

On this October day, the clouds are thick and much needed rain is falling! We have 

been terribly busy here at Vaughan Community Service, Inc. as we have successfully 

moved the Vaughan Food Pantry from our rented space to our new location at 2493 

White Mountain Highway. Thanks to the many dedicated volunteers and the good 

folks at The Country Pickers, the Saturday move was flawless! 

  

Save the Date- Wednesday, November 18, 2020 6 AM-6 PM 

 

The 19th Annual WMWV Radio Food Drive will happen, but like so much else this 

year, it will look a bit different. Last year it was “Turkey’s and Twenties”, this year, 

just “Twenties”, or whatever one can afford to give.  

  

“Thanksgiving’s coming, the turkey’s getting fat 

Please put a twenty in the old man’s hat. 

If you haven’t got a penny, then a ha penny will do, 

If you haven’t got a ha penny, then God bless you!” 

 

Vaughan will be distributing Thanksgiving Baskets to families in our area. New 

Hampshire Food Bank is providing us with turkeys, and we will be purchasing all the 

other items to round out the meal. Enjoy! 

 

Warmly, Jennifer Perkins  
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support 
the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this 
offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) 
to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are 
awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in 
their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges 
from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to ad-
dress systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be 
given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 
communities.  

Please remember to send 
your pledges to the atten-
tion of Dan Jones, First 
Church of Christ Congrega-
tional, PO Box 401, North 
Conway, NH  03860-0401 

 Robert & Sara Bechtold’ area code is 941 

 Arthur DeRosa’s cell number is 603-452-5664, no other tele-
phone numbers are valid 

 Geoff & Betsy Race have a new address: 
 6 Footbridge Lane 
 Dover, NH  03820 

 Scott Santos’s email address is: s.santos202@gmail.com 
  

Inspiration……………………… 

“Therefore, as Gods chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 

of you has a grievance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these  

virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
 

COLOSSIANS 3:12-14 

 

Members 

and Friends  

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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The Children’s Page 
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November 1  Matthew 23:1-12 All Saint’s Sunday      “Not then nor now” 

 

November 8  Matthew 25:1-13 Stewardship Sunday  “It’s time to add oil” 

 

November 15 Matthew 25:14-30             “Look to the Acorn” 

 

November 22 Matthew 25:31-46 Reign of Christ Sunday “Has God left the Building?” 

  

November 29 Mark 13:24-37, Psalm 80:1-7,17-19   1st Sunday of Advent       

               “Deck the halls: Will Hope be fulfilled?”   

Scriptures  and Sermon  

Focus for the month of  

November 

HUMOR  

CORNER 

“Love is more t han a feeling-it ’s an at t it ude.  An at t it ude t hat  chooses t o be pat ient  even 

when it ’s hard, t o celebrat e what  is good, t o help t o see t he good in ot hers, t o not  insist  on 

being right , and t o not  keep a record of wrongs.  Love forgives, believes, and hopes!... 

 

- Candace Cameron Bure 

A programmer’s wife tells him, “Run to the store and 
pick up a loaf of bread. If they have eggs, get a dozen.” 
He comes home with twelve loaves of bread. 
— 
Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of 
negative numbers? 
She’ll stop at nothing to avoid them. 
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out 
and about due to physical limitations or fragile  
immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Dudley Hall and family, 
Janet Earnshaw, Audrey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , Don Waite, 
Linda Derse and Joan Santos.  We are continuing to pray for June 
Waltz and Jed Handspicker as they continue to heal.   
 
Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, and Marilyn  
Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain Hwy, North Con-
way, 03860. Peg Chisholm is at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 
Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864.  You can send cards to Lynn 
Runne at Bella Point, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor John in the church office 
with prayer concerns for the next month’s issue of The Congregate 
Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to be sent 
for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking of 
you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator 
of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home,  
(603) 496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

11/2 Denise Woodcock 

11/2 Charles Mallar 

11/4 James Jones 

11/7 Isaac Hogue 

11/9 Tracy St rout  

11/10 Sue Tut t le 

11/14 Garrick Port er 

11/14 Taylor Nusbaum 

11/15 Eliiza Juliano 

11/16 Scot t  Barbour 

11/17 Andrew Walt er 

11/17 Past or John Hogue 

11/25 June Walt z 

11/26 Bill Aught on 

11/29 Amanda Nusbaum 

 

11/7 Scot t  & Dyane Barbour 

11/8 Ken & Hope Nusbaum 

The Fourth quarter  
Mission contributions 
are dedicated to the 

Giving Ladder 

    Happy Thanksgiving !!! 

 

If anyone has any informat ion t o help us updat e our 

birt hday and anniversary list s, please cont act  t he 

church office at  603-356-2324.  Thank you. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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Pastor:  Rev. John Hogue 

Licensed Pastor:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 
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Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Denise Leighton 
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WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh  


