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The Congregate Tidings 

Volume 33 Issue 11 November 2019 

Inside this Issue: The Thanksgivings 
 
We who are here present thank the Great Spirit that we are here to 

praise Him. 
We thank Him that He has created men and women, and ordered that 

these beings shall always be living to multiply the earth. 
We thank Him for making the earth and giving these beings its prod-

ucts to live on. 
We thank Him for the water that comes out of the earth and runs for 

our lands. 
We thank Him for all the animals on the earth. 
We thank Him for certain timbers that grow and have fluids coming 

from them for us all. 
We thank Him for the branches of the trees that grow shadows for our 

shelter. 
We thank Him for the beings that come from the west, the thunder and 

lightning that water the earth. 
We thank Him for the light which we call our oldest brother, the sun 

that works for our good. 
We thank Him for all the fruits that grow on the trees and vines. 
We thank Him for his goodness in making the forests, and thank all its 

trees. 
We thank Him for the darkness that gives us rest, and for the kind Be-

ing of the darkness that gives us light, the moon. 
We thank Him for the bright spots in the skies that give us signs, the 

stars. 
We give Him thanks for our supporters, who had charge of our har-

vests. 
We give thanks that the voice of the Great Spirit can still be heard 

through the words of Ga-ne-o-di-o. 
We thank the Great Spirit that we have the privilege of this pleasant 

occasion. 
We give thanks for the persons who can sing the Great Spirit's music, 

and hope they will be privileged to continue in his faith. 
We thank the Great Spirit for all the persons who perform the ceremo-

nies on this occasion. 
 
— Translated from a traditional Iroquois prayer by Harriet Maxwell 

Converse (1836-1903) 
 

Continued Next Page 
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Continued from Page 1 

People have been giving thanks to One larger than themselves for a very long time. The Psalms re-
cord the thankful prayers of the Israelites over 600 years from David until the dedication of the Sec-
ond Temple around the year 500 BC. Ancient documents from civilization far older than the Israelites 
record the thanks of people for everything from surviving great storms to the birth of a child and from 
a table piled high with food to a table receiving the smallest first fruits at the end of a drought. 
 
I think we’re hard-wired to give thanks. 
 
But I wonder sometimes how often we get caught up in what we DON’T have that we forget to be 
thankful for what we DO have. Lee Coffield is fond of saying, “What if all you have tomorrow is what 
you gave thanks for today?” I confess that when I can’t fall asleep, I get nervous about that; some-
times, I even use my “thanksgiving” list as though I were counting sheep just in case (and I always 
start in a different place in case it’s cumulative)! 
 
I hope that this month in particular, you’ll take time every day to give thanks to God for what you 
have. Not just the blessings, either. The challenges we face in life may not seem like things or 
events for which to be grateful, but if you take a step back, you may find that the challenges are pre-
cisely because of what you have or that those challenges may be helping you to achieve a goal or 
milestone in your life. Maybe the challenges just keep you from being bored, which I’ve come to real-
ize is a healthy way for me to look at life when the hits keep coming*. Whatever the case, be thankful 
for the challenges this month, as well, because those challenges mean you have purpose and 
meaning. 
 
From now through Thanksgiving Day, I encourage you to take five minutes each day and just sit in 
gratitude for all that God has done for you. You might sit in a different room of your house each day 
to be reminded of things you might otherwise overlook. One day, sit in your car or your office. Come 
to church early or stay late some Sunday or day you’re here for a meeting and spend your five min-
utes here. Spend at least five minutes outside just being thankful. You’ve been practicing saying 
THANK YOU to people you encounter, so this is an extension of that exercise (keep doing the thank-
ing of people this month and especially during the holiday rush next month…they’ll need it then more 
than ever!). 
 
If you’re so inclined, you can express your thanks in a tangible way. Turkeys and Twenties is coming 
up on Wednesday, November 20; can you give a dollar a day in thanksgiving? How about a dollar a 
day for the church this month, or maybe an hour of your time volunteering in the next church year for 
every day of thanksgiving this month? Or choose another charity you support as the recipient of an 
extra gift of time or treasure. Giving back makes the gratitude more powerful. 
 
“And be thankful!” is one of my favorite Scripture tag lines, from Colossians 3:17. So, my friends, 
celebrate well this month “and be thankful!” for all the good gifts of God. 

—Pastor Ruth 
 
*God made Sabbath and humans created vacations to help us catch our breath when the 
hits keep coming. Thank God!  
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THE TEN by Alan Root 

Love God first. Love God only. Love God’s name and day and honor your parents. Don’t 

kill. Keep you vows. Don’t steal and don’t lie. Don’t covet what somebody else has. 

 

You may recognize these as the Ten Commandments that Moses brought down from the Moun-

tain to the Israelites after they had left Egypt. The children are studying the Ten Commandments 

in Sunday School. We will complete our study on November 17th and present them to the congre-

gation on November 24th. The children are doing very well and their understanding of the Com-

mandments is progressing very well. Following the completion of the Ten Commandments it will 

be time for us to begin our study of the events that led to the birth of the Christ Child. This is al-

ways a great time of year for everyone. We sincerely hope that you and your children will join us 

as we complete the Ten Commandments and prepare for the Christmas season. 

 

We would like to thank Jennifer Perkins and Jennifer Cluff for helping Sandy and I out when we 

were not available. They did a terrific job!  

 

We celebrated the baptism of Liam Thompson on September 15.  
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Vaughan Community Service, Inc. 
 

 On Friday September 27, 2019 (Kennett's Homecoming weekend) the New Hampshire Food 

Bank, along with WMUR Channel 9 , teamed up and selected Kennett High School as one of the 

schools in NH to sponsor a “ New Hampshire Tackles Hunger” sports event. Kennett High 

School's Athletic Director Neal Weaver, along with team members, chose Vaughan Food Pantry 

as the recipient of this event. They were given a $250.00 gift card to Hannaford and shopped for 

shelf stable food items. Students and faculty were involved in the food drive in the days prior to 

the game. Sports fans coming to watch were also encouraged to bring food items. 

 

The food drive was a tremendous success as they they collected 1,316 items equaling 1,070 lbs 

of non perishable food which helped stock our shelves. The event also collected $ 190.00 in cash 

donations! Oh, and by the way, Kennett won the game! Go Eagles! 

 

Also, The Phil Kelley Memorial Golf tournament held at the Eagle Mountain House had a food 

drive for the Vaughan Food Pantry and that event brought us $450.00 and two cases of canned 

goods. What a wonderful community to live in and be a part of! 

 

The 18th Annual MWV Radio Food Drive is scheduled for Wednesday November 20, 2019 from 

6:00 AM- 6:00 PM at the church. The theme this year is “Turkey's and Twenty's”. Last year we 

received over 700 frozen turkeys which was a record. This year however, we do not have the 

freezer storage available to us, so we are hoping to receive more $ 20's and fewer frozen birds. 

That said, we still are looking for 400 turkeys to fill the need of our food pantry clients and our 

neighboring food pantries who also receive turkeys and food from this event. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Jennifer Perkins-Administrator 

Vaughan Community Service, Inc.  
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FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION 

By Muriel Magg 

 

 Autumn is my favorite time of the year, especially living here in the beautiful Mt. Washing-

ton Valley where I can enjoy all the colors of the trees as they begin the process of shedding 

leaves for the winter season. It reminds me that it will soon be Thanksgiving when Americans tra-

ditionally give thanks for the abundance God has provided. 

 The hymn, “For the Fruit of All Creation” # 425 in The New Century Hymnal written by 

Rev. Fred Pratt Green almost fifty years ago is, appropriately enough, a hymn of thanksgiving. 

 Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) the third child of Charles and Hannah Green was born in 

Lancashire, England. Fred’s father was a Wesleyan preacher and leather merchant. As a young 

boy, Fred had ambitions of becoming an architect, but instead took employment in his father’s 

leather business. However, after hearing a sermon on The Everlasting Mercy, Fred decided to be-

come a Methodist minister. 

 Fred Green graduated from Didsbury Theological College and became an ordained Meth-

odist minister in 1928. In 1931, while a chaplain at Hunmanby Hall, a girl’s boarding school in 

Yorkshire, England, Fred met and married Marjorie Dowsett, a teacher of French. They had no 

children, but they raised Elizabeth Shepherd, the daughter of a missionary who died of leprosy in 

India.  

 During his ministry Fred Green wrote plays 

and published three collections of his poems. It was 

not until after his retirement that Fred’s hymn writ-

ing blossomed. He received numerous honors, and 

is considered to be the leader of the “hymnic explo-

sion” that began in the 1960s. Fred Green was per-

haps the most prolific hymn writer of the 20th Cen-

tury, composing more than 300 hymns. 

 Green’s concern for justice and spreading a 

social gospel is almost always evident in his hymns. 

Each stanza of “For the Fruit of All Creation” al-

ludes to our responsibility to care for all the earth 

and its people: stanza one speaks particularly of the 

blessings of nature and cites God’s “good gifts to 

every nation.” Stanza two mentions “our worldwide 

task of caring for the hungry and despairing.” 

Stanza three acknowledges “the good we all in-

herit.” The hymn is sung to the beautiful old Welsh 

tune called AR HYD Y NOS, which most of us 

know as the lullaby “All Through the Night.” 

 As we give thanks for God’s blessings this Thanksgiving, remember to include the many 

different ways the fruit of all creation blesses and enriches our lives.  
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“Thanksgiving’s coming, the turkey’s 

getting fat, please put a $20 in the old 

man’s hat!” 

Last year’s banner year of 742 turkeys will present a 

problem for us this year as we do not have freezer 

storage space.  Vaughan and the surrounding food 

pantries will be pleased with 500 turkeys.  The rest 

can come in $20’s!  

Christmas Family Night 
Christmas Family Night will be held December 8th starting at 5 PM to 

make decorations for the tree, potluck dinner will begin at 6 PM and Car-

oling and tree trimming will begin at 7 PM. We hope you will be able to 

join us for a fun filled evening celebrating the Advent Season and enjoying 

a great time with your church family. Remember you are never too young 

or too old to celebrate, make a Christmas decoration, or just enjoy Chris-

tian fellowship. Hope to see you there.  

YOU'RE INVITED! 
Sunday, December 15 after worship, we'll gather for soup and bread, then go 

in caravan to sing Christmas carols around town with our family and friends 

who aren't able to join us regularly. Everyone is welcome and we'll provide 

the music for favorite religious and secular Christmas songs. If you know of 

someone who would enjoy a visit, please let Pastor Ruth or Muriel Magg 

know by December 8 so we can plan the route. 

MISSION UPDATE From Trina Jones 
This year’ giving ladder will be set up on Nov. 24th. There will be 4 recipients: Native Americans, 

Vaughan family, Eagle Academy and one more to be determined.  The 2020 mission envelopes 

schedule is as follows: 

1st quarter...Jen’s Friends 2nd quarter..White horse addiction 

3rd  quarter..veterans 4th quarter..giving ladder 

We are happy to welcome Chief Chris Perley and his family to speak to the congregation on Nov. 17 

about their summer volunteer experience this past summer on an Indian reservation. 
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GAME NIGHT WAS SO MUCH FUN!!! 
From high stakes Scrabble to learning many of us weren’t sure how we 

passed 5th Grade, a good time was had by all!  There were 26 of us that 

gathered for a bite to eat and then let the games begin!  So we are plan-

ning on another night of such fun in January.  Stay tuned!!!  
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Vaughan Community Services Board of Directors 
 

The food pantry building continues to grow and it is exciting to see the project come to fruition. The board con-

tinues to work on fundraising, we are still short $300,000 + and will need to step up the effort in the next few 

weeks to be able to complete the building and finish the Learning Center. Dan Jones is busy selling CDFA tax 

opportunities which have the potential to close our gap, but it is hard and slow work. Our annual appeal for the 

Vaughan Learning Center has gone out and we hope the community will help us make up the loss of funds 

from the canceled golf tournament. The annual Food Drive is coming up Wednesday, November 20. Put it on 

your calendar!  Congratulations to board secretary Bob & his lovely wife Sharon Seaman on the honor of re-

ceiving the 2019 Steve Eastman Community Service Award for their volunteer efforts! We are lucky to have 

them in our community.  The board is looking for additional Advisory Members and Full Board Members. If 

you have an interest in helping us continue the work, please feel free to come to a board meeting and check us 

out! We are a friendly group! 

 

Dot Seybold, Chair 

The Delegate’s Corner 
Linda Derse 

 

 The 218th Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ was held on 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 at the Grappone Conference Center in Concord. The theme of the meeting this year 

was, “Step Up, Speak Out – from Complicity to Courage” , an adaption from Deuteronomy 31:6-7. There were sev-

eral of our congregation attending: Helen Goss, Glenna Tibbetts, Jodie Neal, Pastor Ruth and myself. 

 The Keynote Speaker was The Rev. Traci Blackmon, Associate General Minister of Justice & Local Church 

Ministries of The United Church of Christ and Senior Pastor of Christ The King United Church of Christ in 

Florissant, MO. She spoke quite passionately on her life work with systemic injustice.  A couple of quotes that I 

found powerful are: 

1. Racial Justice is not the action of saving others but of saving ourselves. 

2. When we step up and speak out, things change. 

3. We either fight to win or fight in faith but the goal is redemption for all. 

4. It is a just world for ALL. 

 The Worship was at the center of our gathering and served to ground all present in the theme of the day 

with meaningful words, scripture and song (led by our own Pastor Ruth). It was a celebration of past achievements 

and future endeavors.  Worship concluded in the afternoon session with the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 There was only one resolution this year, Back from the Brink. This calls each church in the NH Confer-

ence to be encouraged to make intentional efforts to become informed about and engaged in ongoing study of the 

issues of nuclear war in the effort to build a safer world for our children to inherit. After discussions and speakouts, 

the resolution was unanimously passed. More information on this resolution can be found on the NH Conference 

website. 

 This is only a very brief summary of the day’s events. It was a packed day with inspiring sessions, great fel-

lowship, greeting friends who live in other parts of the state as well as meeting new friends. I was left with the en-

couragement to speak out and stand up for others who are marginalized, immigrants, the poverty stricken, all those 

who have been unfairly judged. Let us all remember as it states in Deuteronomy 31:6-7, “Be strong, bold, and cou-

rageous as you lead…for God goes with you.”    
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Let us remember those who are not able to be 
out and about due to physical limitations or 
fragile immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Marge 
and Dudley Hall, Janet Earnshaw, and Linda Derse 
and Audrey Vorperian. 
 
Peg Chisholm and Jeff Gaudette are at Mineral 
Springs Care Facility, 1251 White Mountain Hwy, 
North Conway, 03860. Agnes Birch, Liz George-
Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, Dot Towle, and Frances 
Ross are at Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain 
Hwy, North Conway, 03860. If you’re passing through 
Ossipee, stop in at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 
Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864, to see Harriet 
Goodwin; she loves cards and cheery notes, as well. 
You can visit or send cards to Lynn Runne at Frye-
burg Health Care Center, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, 
ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the 
church office with prayer concerns for Sunday or for 
next month’s issue of The Congregate Tidings. You 
are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to be 
sent for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and gen-
eral “thinking of you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting 
Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator of the Diaconate’s 
Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home, (603) 496-
2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

11/2     Denise Woodcock 

11/2     Charles Mallar 

11/4     James Jones 

11/9     Tracy Strout 

11/9     Peter J. Howland 

11/10    Sue Tuttle 

11/14    Garrick Porter 

11/14    Taylor Nusbaum 

11/15    Eliza Juliano 

11/16    Scott Barbour 

11/17    Andrew Walter 

11/25    June Waltz 

11/26    Bill Aughton 

11/29    Amanda Nusbaum 

11/7     Scott & Dyane Barbour 

11/8     Ken & Hope Nusbaum 

11/15   Jay & Lisa Donabedian 
 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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FIRST CHURCH STAFF 
 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:  Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Merridith Larson 

Grounds Keeper:  Ryan Tuttle 

 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 


