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The Congregate Tidings 

Volume 33 Issue 10 October 2019 

Inside this Issue: If I Had a Billion (Post-Tax) Dollars 

Yale Divinity School has developed a program called “God & Human Flourishing”. 
This is based on the idea that the Realm of God that Christians are called to build 
is a place where every human being can live happily, freely, and in relationship 
with God and others that is joyful, respectful, and hopeful. I have no idea how this 
program will turn out, but it intrigues me because of our journey through the Gos-
pel of Luke this summer and fall. This journey, taken in parallel with local, state, 
national, and global conversations about wealth and access to all manner of goods 
and services that encourage human flourishing, leads me to the conclusion that I’m 
very glad God has not (yet) seen fit to provide me with tremendous wealth. The 
options for what to do with the $999,900,000 I would have left over after taxes and 
a significant lifestyle upgrade (for my own flourishing, of course!) simply boggle my 
mind. 
 
I would, naturally, invest a portion of it. Enough so that I could maintain that life-
style upgrade until my death (while continuing to work until retirement age) and 
enough additional that I could provide the same to my parents and my brother so 
they, too, can thrive. (Yes, I’d work. I’m not built for a life of “leisure” and besides, 
when God calls…)  
 

Say that leaves me with a cool $990,000,000. 
 
I can think of a dozen churches and programs I’d like to assist. Not so they can live 
indefinitely without ongoing support of members and donors, but so that rainy sea-
sons don’t force cutbacks that could threaten what those churches and programs 
do. Churches and social service programs foster human flourishing, so such capi-
tal gifts to endowments (I would make the income from such gifts available to sup-
port operations budgets and salaries, because that’s often the stickiest part of rais-
ing funds) is aligned with my values. $20,000,000 to each of 12 would still leave a 
hefty chunk of change. 
 

Three quarters of a billion dollars, to be exact.  
 

The fact is, I can’t really get beyond this point in my imagination because there are 
still so many great options to increase human flourishing. There are humanitarian 
groups working to bring clean water, safe food, education, and small business pos-
sibilities to communities throughout the world where we know that empower 
women to thrive means entire societies become more stable and less dependent 
on outside interventions. There are tiny house initiatives to end homelessness and 
non-profit mental health clinics where people can go to get the services they need 
to treat depression, bipolar disorders, eating disorders, and addiction at low or no 
cost. There are mentoring and tutoring programs that assist children and youth  

Continued next page 



 

 

C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  

P A G E  2  V O L U M E  3 3 ,  I S S U E  1 0  

to grow in their mastery of foundational skills like reading, writing, and arithmetic and advanced skills such as 
complex problem solving, scientific investigation and research, and technical/vocational engineering. There 
are arts programs that bring music and visual arts and literary works to communities or that encourage artists 
of all kinds to create for the joy of expression. I believe in every one of these missions, but to make a mean-
ingful difference in all of them, even $750,000,000 isn’t enough. 
 
And yet… 
 
…Somehow, every day, people all around the world do this kind of work, made possible by donations large 
and small by people who care deeply about others. Some people whose wealth far exceeds the billion dol-
lars I imagined focus on one or two of these particular global needs. Others with that kind of wealth spread 
(relatively) smaller amounts across multiple issues. And millions of people with incomes smaller by exponen-
tial values give to support this work, again, some in one or two areas, some in many of them. 
 
And. It. All. Helps. 
 
Every dollar. Every quarter. Every dime. Even every penny counts. 
 
This is the amazing thing about generosity. The simple act of giving contributes to our own flourishing, so 
there’s that immediate gain. And no matter how large or small a gift is, it makes a difference to others, as 
well. I focused on money in my example above, but it’s also true about time and talent. A five minute phone 
call to someone who hasn’t been able to come to church can lift that person’s spirit tenfold. Four hours in the 
trailer at the Fair might lead to a lifelong friendship with the people on the shift who didn’t know each other 
well at the start. Sharing a talent like singing or friendliness makes a difference in the ways that people ex-
perience worship. A talent for teaching might translate into the nurture of a child who will someday be a 
church musician or pastor, or a high school teacher whose heart is unbounded by mere human understand-
ing of who is lovable and who is not. 
 
I don’t need a billion dollars. I’m not convinced anybody actually needs a billion dollars. But I am convinced 
that no matter how much or little we’ve been given, we are called to use it generously and wisely—time, tal-
ent, and treasure alike—to help each other flourish. You may not think that what time, talent, and treasure 
you give each week or each month to the church has consequences, especially if it’s “the Widow’s mite” in 
comparison with what others may have to give. But I promise you this: YOU. MAKE. A. DIFFERENCE. I’ll 
take you over a billion dollars any day. 
 
With a grateful heart, 
—Pastor Ruth  

Continued from Page 1 
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OCTOBER HYMN OF THE MONTH  

 

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY, THE KING OF CREATION  

 

By Muriel Magg 

 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation...” So begins one of the most beloved hymns of all 

times, and a staple in most all hymnals of many Christian denominations. Almost everyone has heard or sung 

this powerful and uplifting song.  

 

Joachim Neander (1650-1680) the author of this hymn was the eldest child born to Johann and Catharina Ne-

ander in Bremen, Germany. Joachim’s father was a Latin teacher and his grandfather a musician, who changed 

the family name from the original “Neumann” (“New man” in English) to the Greek form Neander following 

the trend of the time. 

 

In his early years, Joachim lived on the wild and immoral side before he and his friends attended a local church 

service, and after listening to a visiting pastor preach, was quickly converted. He adopted the beliefs of Pie-

tism, a movement among 17th and 18th century Protestants who believed that emphasizing personal faith in 

Christ rather than correct theology and doctrine constituted the core of the faith. 

 

In his early twenties, Joachim became a private tutor in Heidelberg, and later, in 1674, he became the director 

of the Latin School in Düsseldorf, where he served for several years, and where he was one step closer to be-

coming a minister. While at the Latin School, he experienced considerable opposition because of his beliefs, 

and was eventually dismissed from that position. However, in 1679 Joachim Neander did become the assistant 

pastor at a church in Bremen, and one year later, at the age of 30, died of tuberculosis. A life of great potential, 

cut short by an untimely death. 

 

In his lifetime, Joachim wrote over 60 hymns. Most are hymns of joyful praise, even though they were written 

at a time when Neander was living under considerable stress. The text of “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” is 

based on Psalms 103 and 150 and was inspired not only by those Psalms, but also by the beauty of the hills 

and the Düssel River that Neander experienced on his walks through the German countryside. The valley 

(called Thal and later modernized to Tal in German) where Neander gave occasional sermons was renamed in 

his honor in the early 19th century, and became famous in 1856, when fossils of the Neanderthal were found in 

caves that contained human bones. For many years they were used to “prove” Darwin’s theory of evolution. 

Today we know the Neanderthal was fully human, an extinct people group of great strength. 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach used the chorale as the base for his chorale Cantata “Lobe den Herren” in 1724. In 

1800, King Frederick William III of Prussia first heard the hymn and it became his favorite. 

 

During the 19th century, Catherine Winkworth translated “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” and a number of 

other poems into English. Were it not for her efforts, we would know nothing of Neander or his hymns today. 

 

Neander is considered by many to be the first important German hymnist after the Reformation, and is re-

garded as the outstanding hymn writer of the German Reformed Church. It seems fair to say that God made 

more of Joachim’s life than he could ever have expected.  
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With every bite of bread 

Think of the Sun's warm red 

That on the budding grain has shone 

And made it grow, from love. 

 
With every bite of bread 

Think of your brother's need 

Who suffers hunger all alone. 

Oh you who have God's blessing known, 

Go, give him bread, and love. 
 

Martin Tittmann 
 

 

The Vaughan Food Pantry has been visited heavily this summer by our fre-
quent users as well as those using it for the first time. As sunlight wanes 
and the temperatures begin to dip, please remember those who struggle to 
put food on their tables and fuel in their oil tanks. 
 
Warmly, 
Jennifer Perkins 
Vaughan Community Service, Inc.  
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MISSION  MOMENT 
 

3rd Quarter Missions Offering for Veterans 

Reminder: Quarter Ended September 30th 
 

Missions Offering for Veterans will be used for Christmas Gifts for local Veteran’s Families. 

 

The military and their families give so much all the time and this is a little effort to help them 

and to recognize their sacrifices and need, given with our appreciation...... 

 

Clothing for Homeless Vets- 
Any new or used: winter coats, mittens, gloves, shoes, socks, other clothes in good condition.   

 

Collection Date:   Saturday Oct 26, 2019 between  9:00 a.m. and 12:00 Noon 

 

             Post 95 American Legion Post 

             116 Kearsarge Rd 

             North Conway 

 

 This year clothes will be donated to Bridge House. 

The Bridge House provides information and referral, emergency shelter, food, job training, 

transitional living support, and aftercare to over 175 individuals and families each year, repre-

senting between 5,000 and 7,000 bed nights plus countless support visits to the area communi-

ties.  

 

The 20+ bed facility is located on the Whole Village Family Resource Center campus in Ply-

mouth, NH and serves both single adults (male and female) and families with one or two par-

ents.  Services are statewide and beyond with the strongest concentration in the North Country, 

Grafton County, and Lakes Region.   

 

Due to the VA’s commitment to end veteran homelessness, Bridge House is able to offer spe-

cialized services for this population, and also provides financial assistance through our fund 

“NH Funds 4 Our Vets.”  

 

The Bridge House's goal is to end homelessness, one family at a time.  
 
Mary Lou Waite, Missions Committee 
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Love of children 

Our Faith, Our Voice, Our Vote 
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on October 13, 2019 supports the UCC’s 

ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Two-thirds of the offering is 

used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national jus-

tice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  Through uss.org/justice, our national 

Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts on a broad 

spectrum of justice issues.  Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network 

(a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its 

strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, 

health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice.  Neighbors in Need also sup-

ports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s 

Council for American Indian ministries (CAIM).  Historically, forebears of the UCC established 

churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in 

North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska.  Today there are 20 UCC congrega-

tions on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

These churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM.  CAIM is also an invaluable resource 

for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other 

UCC congregations in the U.S.  

 

 Neighbors in Need helps make A Just World for All possible.  For this to  

occur, it needs your support 
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 Vaughan Community Service, Inc. 

Administrator's Report 
 

Yes Folks, it's really happening! 
 

After years of planning and months of fundraising, the Vaughan Board is well on its way to realiz-

ing the dream and completing the task of building a new Food Pantry and Clothing Depot on the 

church campus. 

 

The earth has been shaking and quaking with the rumble of excavators, bulldozers and giant ar-

ticulating, aggregate moving dump trucks. The children at the Learning Center watch with awe and 

wonder as the highly skilled machine operators work their mastery, and maybe... some children 

even dream about one day operating such massive pieces of equipment. 

 

Work has begun on the building project but we still have so much more ahead of us. During the 

renovation of the Reverence for Life Building, the Learning Center and all the offices will be oper-

ating from two locations, the church and the new building. With any luck, a year from now we will 

be putting the final touches on the landscape of our new estate. 

 

As Capital Campaigns go...many have contributed to this endeavor and for that we are grateful, yet 

the operations budget has suffered a bit. Please keep us in your thoughts and hearts and consider a 

generous contribution during our Annual Appeal. 

 

Warmly, 

Jennifer Perkins  

SEE MORE PHOTO’S ON PAGES 9 AND 10 
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“I can smell autumn dancing in 

the breeze.  The sweet chill of 

pumpkin and crisp sunburnt 

leaves.” 

 -Ann Drake 

FRYEBURG FAIR September 29, 2019 thru 

October 6, 2019.  Visit us at our booth and 

bring your appetite for Blueberry Crisp! 

Reminder to all Teams and Committees—please include 

Bonnie Tryder in all meeting notices, meeting changes, 

event dates, etc.  I want to be sure they get listed on the 

calendar, in the weekly bulletin and the monthly Tidings. 

Thank you! churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

VAUGHAN CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
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10/3     Chris & Tracy Strout 

10/7     Carl & Dorothy Lindblade 

10/10    Jim & Patricia Johnston 

10/15    Russell & Dorthea Seybold 

10/16    Peter & Muriel Magg 

10/25    Robert & JoAnn Croce      

10/4     Roger Garland 

10/6     Beckett MacMillan 

10/8     Jim Johnston 

10/9     Kayla Charles 

10/11   Owen Strout 

10/13   Cindy Russell 

10/14   Cheryl Furtado 

10/15   Tim Psaledakis     

10/16   Mark Porter 

10/17   Mary Ellen Shea 

10/17   Megan Croce 

10/19   Marcia Smith 

10/22  Sean McGrath 

10/23   Madeline McGrath 

10/24   Matthew Schiller 

10/25   Colin Tuttle 

10/25   Muriel Magg 

10/25   Mike James 

10/26   Joshua Leighton 

10/30   Sean Racicot-Psaledakis 
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In this Fall season, let us remember those who are 
not able to be out and about due to physical  

limitations or fragile immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Marge and  
Dudley Hall, Janet Earnshaw, and Linda Derse. 
 
Peg Chisholm and Jeff Gaudette are at Mineral Springs 
Care Facility, 1251 White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 
03860. Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, 
Dot Towle, and Frances Ross are at Merriman House, 3073 
White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. If you’re passing 
through Ossipee, stop in at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 
Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864, to see Harriet Goodwin; 
she loves cards and cheery notes, as well. You can visit or 
send cards to Lynn Runne at Fryeburg Health Care Center, 
70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the church 
office with prayer concerns for Sunday or for next month’s 
issue of The Congregate Tidings. You are welcome to ask for 
church greeting cards to be sent for celebrations, illness/
recovery, grief, and general “thinking of you”/“pick me up” 
notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator of the 
Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home, (603) 496-
2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

 

Condolences to Dr. 

Taylor and his family 

on the passing of  

Mildred “Bebe” Taylor 

on September 10, 2019.  

We will be hosting a 

Memorial Service with 

a luncheon at 11:00 am 

on Saturday, October 

12th here at the church.  

More details will come 

in an email following 

the Fair. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Merridith Larson 

Grounds Keeper:  Ryan Tuttle 

Custodian: Carolin Blanchard 

Newsletter Collators:  Thank you! 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 


