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                  January 17, 2021   Second Sunday after Epiphany 

   CCLI # 2929798 and #20547245 

Spiritual Quote of the week  

 

Welcome 

Prelude           Whate'er My God Ordains is Right                     J. S. Bach & J. G. Walther 

          Lighting of the Candles 

Lighting of the Community and Christ Candle 

For gathering today in this sacred space, we light the Christ Candle 

 

Call to Worship:       Pastor John  

L: O God, whose presence we sense in the time of death, 

P:  and in the time of feasting, 

L: in the time of anxiety, 

P: and in the time of opportunity, 

L:  in the hour of loss, 

P: and in the hour of given wealth, 

L: in the hour of breaking, 
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P: and in the hour when a new foundation is being laid, 

L: in the day of chaos,  and in the day of renewal, 

P: in the day of powerlessness, and in the day when we witness to a grace 

that is not our own… 

L: Love in us and in the midst of our community. 

All  : Stand revealed as light and hope and truth, that whatever the future 

brings, your peace may grow, your joy inspire, and your trust in us and in 

the world be justified at last. 

 

Choir Introit          ‘Circle ‘Round for Freedom’    Linda Hirschhorn 

Hymn #391  (Pilgrim) ‘Be Thou My Vision” 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 

I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 

Born of thy love, thy child may I be,  

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 

thou mine inheritance, now and always. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

Ruler of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

4 High King of heaven, when vict’ry is won 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Prayer of Confession Pastor Gerry 

God of grace, in the days when your word was rarely heard and when 

visions were scarce, you broke into Samuel's life and called his name...and 

he said "Here I am, speak, for your servant is listening." We confess that 

often so many voices clamor for our attention that your word is again hard 

to hear.  Forgive us if you have called us to be prophetic witnesses or to use 

our gifts to serve you, and we have not heard, or have been unwilling to 

respond. Lord Jesus Christ, you met Philip and Nathanael on the road and 

said "Follow me" - and they did... We confess that we do not expect to meet 

you on the familiar roads we travel and so we fail to discern your presence 
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or your call on our lives. Holy Spirit, you empower us to recognise and to 

respond to the invitation of Jesus to follow him, even when that means 

travelling on unknown and unfamiliar paths... Merciful God, take from us 

all that hinders our hearing your voice and fill us anew with the Holy Spirit 

that we may joyfully respond to Jesus' call on our lives.  In Jesus' name we 

pray.  Amen 

 

DAZZLING BOUQUET -Time for Children- Message- Stars Around Us 

1. Come here, all you six-foot gladiolas. 

Come all you purple lilacs shining bright. 

Come let us all bloom together in one garden: 

A carnival of fragrance and delight. (Refrain) 

 

Mine is the church where everybody’s welcome. 

I know it’s true ’cause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of every kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ’cause we’ve got space for more. 

 

 

UCC / DOC Missionary Partner this week Ricardo Mayol –  Guatemala               

                                                                                                                        Pastor Gerry 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

Choir Response     

             

Choir ANTHEM     

                                             Love Your Neighbor                                           M. Helman 
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Scripture Reading:    I Samuel 3:1-20; John 1:43-51   

3 Now the boy Samuel was serving the LORD under Eli. The LORD’s word was rare at 
that time, and visions weren’t widely known. 2 One day Eli, whose eyes had grown so 
weak he was unable to see, was lying down in his room. 3 God’s lamp hadn’t gone out 
yet, and Samuel was lying down in the LORD’s temple, where God’s chest[a] was. 

4 The LORD called to Samuel. “I’m here,” he said. 

5 Samuel hurried to Eli and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go lie down.” So he did. 

6 Again the LORD called Samuel, so Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You 
called me?” 

“I didn’t call, my son,” Eli replied. “Go and lie down.” 

(7 Now Samuel didn’t yet know the LORD, and the LORD’s word hadn’t yet been revealed 
to him.) 

8 A third time the LORD called Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You 
called me?” 

Then Eli realized that it was the LORD who was calling the boy. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go and lie down. If he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD. Your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down where he’d been. 

10 Then the LORD came and stood there, calling just as before, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.” 

11 The LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do something in Israel that will make the 
ears of all who hear it tingle! 12 On that day, I will bring to pass against Eli everything 
I said about his household—every last bit of it![b] 13 I told him that I would punish his 
family forever because of the wrongdoing he knew about—how his sons were cursing 
God,[c] but he wouldn’t stop them. 14 Because of that I swore about Eli’s household that 
his family’s wrongdoing will never be reconciled by sacrifice or by offering.” 

15 Samuel lay there until morning, then opened the doors of the LORD’s house. Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel, saying: “Samuel, my son!” 

“I’m here,” Samuel said. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Samuel+3%3A1-20&version=CEB#fen-CEB-7280a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Samuel+3%3A1-20&version=CEB#fen-CEB-7289b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Samuel+3%3A1-20&version=CEB#fen-CEB-7290c
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17 “What did he say to you?” Eli asked. “Don’t hide anything from me. May God deal 
harshly with you and worse still if you hide from me a single word from everything he 
said to you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. 

“He is the LORD, ” Eli said. “He will do as he pleases.” 

19 So Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not allowing any of his words to 
fail. 20 All Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was trustworthy as 
the LORD’s prophet. 

43 The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found Philip. Jesus said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about 
in the Law and the Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” 

46 Nathanael responded, “Can anything from Nazareth be good?” 

Philip said, “Come and see.” 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Here is a genuine 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” 

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.” 

49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son. You are the king of Israel.” 

50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these! 51 I assure you that you will see heaven open 
and God’s angels going up to heaven and down to earth on the Human One.”[a] 

 

 

Hymn #15 (Favorite Hymns)  ‘Come , Thou Font of Every Blessing’ 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A43-51++&version=CEB#fen-CEB-26085a
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Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 

mount of God's redeeming love. 

2 Here I find my greatest treasure; 

hither by thy help I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee: 

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above.  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Sermon          ‘You Matter’       ‘Rev. John Hogue 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Musical Interlude 

Doxology 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering    Pastor John 

Hymn: Here I am, Lord 

 I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save 

 

I, who made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 
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Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people's pain 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away 

 

I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

Who will speak my word to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 

 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

Benediction           

 

Congregational Benediction Response 

May God’s Blessings  Twine around you, perfect love, and healing calm; 
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May God’s radiance shine upon you; may it guide you, stay beside you -watch 

and keep you, safe from harm.    By Paul Burtis 

POSTLUDE              Grand Jeu (Great Registration)                                      J. A. Guilain 

                                         

   Jan 19 memorial and Healing  5:30 pm in Unity and remembrance 

 

Diaconate wanted to insure everyone’s safety as a top priority. We have two options.  We 

will continue to live stream by clicking on our website www.firstchurchnc.com. You will 

see a link for Facebook and just click on that button. You do not need to have a 

Facebook account. It is recorded each week for later viewing. You can also watch by 

going to our First Church Facebook page for the live video.  

  

http://www.firstchurchnc.com/

