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Inside this Issue: 

Rev. John's Musings 

2020 pointed us into endless forms of uncertainty — far more things 

we cannot know than know. Objectively, this could be cause for great 

delight, wonder, and surrender. We could be relieved and appreciative 

that we do not have to perpetually hold onto the steering wheel, cap-

tain the ship, drive our lives. There is much to discover that can sur-

prise us, so much to which we can gratefully yield, so much permission 

to let go of our need to know or control what will happen. And yet when 

we experience the presence of true uncertainty in our lives, it can be 

rattling. We have seen this in the last 9 months. It goes against the 

conditioning most of us have internalized, that not knowing is threaten-

ing — that it must be hidden or overridden, solved or resolved, as 

quickly as possible. We have been doing things so differently that it is 

challenging all of  us spiritually, but in some ways God is calling us to 

slow down. Go deeper into mystery. There are no guarantees — only 

exquisite unknowns. We do not know exactly how or when we will 

die.  This freedom from control can either shrink our perspective to the 

size of a clinging fist or deliver us readily into the gaze of the cosmos, 

depending on how we approach life in the moment. Much of our free-

dom depends on cultivating greater perspective about being with un-

certainty, however and whenever we can. Take a look at our newslet-

ter. We are offering you several opportunities to engage in the mys-

tery.  Still, despite the chaos of life, we must practice grateful living. In 

doing so, we create a welcoming space for the surprise of uncertainty, 

knowing that it arrives naturally in each of those moments when we 

truly take nothing for granted. Each time we let go and welcome life 

instead of holding onto our ideas about it, we receive reinforcement for 

our willingness to surrender to vastness of God’s cosmos, rather than 

trying to resist it. The rewards of this shift are ever-available to us and 

make the risks ever-worthwhile, as they deliver the gifts of greater 

ease, resilience, and joy. As we meet the uncertain world with a more 

grateful, trusting presence, our inner life and spiritual life are unfathom-

ably enriched. May you be enriched into the divine mystery of our faith. 

-Peace, Pastor John 

Due to COVID increases, Pastor John can meet you via Zoom to 
connect as a Pastoral Call. 
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Continued from Page 1 

Deacon’s corner 
Notes from the Diaconate: By Linda Derse, Vice-Chair 

 

The Diaconate continues to meet monthly, sometimes more often as the need arises. 
 

 As you all know by now the Diaconate has voted to suspend all inside Sunday services. We have been strongly advised 

by Dr. Matt Dunn from Memorial Hospital to not meet indoors due to the current rise in Covid numbers. We will continue to 

provide live streaming available through the website and our Facebook page. We continue to monitor the situation and as soon 

it is deemed safe, we will once again plan indoor services. 
 

 In the meantime, we have discussed possible solutions for the upcoming Advent period. There will definitely be a 

Christmas Eve service. Because the situation with COVID-19 is so fluid, we do not know what that will look like. It will obvi-

ously not be an in- person service, very possibly either a pre-recorded or live stream service through our website and Facebook 

page. We will get messages out to our church community as soon as things become firmer. Christmas Family Night is still a 

possibility, although again, we need to be aware of the safety in meeting in person, even outside. The tentative plans at present 

are for our church community to come together from about 3-5 on December 6. We will need to follow strict guidelines, even 

though this is outside. The guidelines that the Diaconate has set up previously will need to be followed. They include manda-

tory wearing of masks, 6-foot social distancing, no singing, and no eating or drinking. Church members are asked to bring a 

homemade ornament to place on the tree. There will even be judging to see who wins as best ornament! 
 

 The diminished numbers of those attending Sunday morning coffee hours is a concern. We have looked at ways to en-

courage more attendance. This is a great opportunity to see and talk with those whom you have not seen for some time. It’s a 

wonderful way to connect and stay connected. One of the things that we will try is changing the time of coffee hour. Those few 

people who participate in Sunday services have difficulty in being able to connect because they do not get home in time. So, 

for an experimental time, we are changing coffee hour to 1:00pm instead of the 11:15 am time. Please let one of the Diaconate 

members or Pastor John know if you have suggestions as to how we can encourage attendance. 

 
Virtual Coffee Hour now 1pm– Zoom link will be sent in 

personal email accounts each 

We will be having a new website 

down the road that will handle sev-

eral options, but our domain name 

will remain the same: 

 

We have several families who have approached Pastor John for help in 

terms of clothes and toys. Our Mission Committee is tackling this but if 

you want to help, please contact Pastor John to bring a smile to       

children’s faces for Christmas. Thank you!!!! 

 
 
Have you thought about leaving part of your assets to the 
church? It is a good idea to plan ahead and think of the church 
for the future. 
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THE FIRST NOEL 

By Muriel Magg 
 

“Noel, Noel! Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel!” 

 

“The First Noel” is sometimes titled “The First Nowell.” Both the French word noel and the English word nowell mean 

“nativity” or “birth” and refer to the birth of Jesus Christ on the first Christmas. 

 

It makes sense then that noel is a word we use in English to celebrate or share the good news of the birth of Christ! It is 

no wonder that for as long as anyone can remember, “The First Noel” has been a part of Christmas. 

 

As you enjoy this chorus during the Christmas season, you will be listening to one of the oldest of all Christmas carols. 

Although no Christmas season would be complete without the melodious singing of this tuneful carol, very little is 

known about its origin. It is thought that “The First Noel” had its rise in France during the fifteenth century. History 

hasn’t preserved the record of how the music came to be written, but some historians think that the traditional melody 

originated in France as early as the 1200s. By the 1800s, the melody had become popular in England, and people had 

added some simple words. Englishmen William B Sandys and Davies Gilbert collaborated to write additional words 

and published it in 1823. 

 

The song is thought to have been brought across the channel to England by the wandering troubadours. The carol be-

came a great favorite for Christmas Eve. This was when entire villages gathered for singing and celebrating the bring-

ing in of the Yule log. English Christmas traditions called for the Yule log to burn as a sign of goodwill through all 12 

days of Christmas and the goodwill was shared through song. At this time carols were thought of as popular religious 

songs meant to be sung outside the church while hymns were sung within. 

 

“The First Noel” portrays, in vivid narrative style, the story of the birth of Christ. The song begins by mentioning the 

story that the Bible records in Luke 2:8-14 of angels announcing Jesus Christ’s birth to shepherds in the Bethlehem 

area during the first Christmas. All six stanzas are needed to complete the entire event when the hymn is sung. The 

sixth stanza urges us to join together to sing praises to God for the marvels of His creation and for the salvation pro-

vided through Christ’s shed blood. The repetition of the joyous “noel” in the chorus is equivalent to our singing out 

“happy birthday” to someone. 

 

It’s interesting to observe that the “King of Israel” was first announced to “certain poor shepherds” only, but in the fi-

nal stanza the phrases “let us all” and “mankind hath brought” remind us that Christ came to redeem the whole world. 

 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:8-14 
 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT and 2021 BUDGETS 

 

Please submit your 2021 budget by no later than DECEMBER 8th.  The report deadline 

for all Committees, Trustees , and others is DECEMBER 15, 2020.   Please send your 

info to Bonnie at churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

December Special Events 

Live Streaming 

Blue Christmas 

Service Dec. 

21st  7pm  

If you lost a 

friend or 

loved one 

this past 

year, please 

let us know 

for we will 

have a blue 

ornament for 

you to take 

home (pick 

up at church 

Office) and 

use for this 

service.  

 Special arrangements can be made thru     

Pastor John for setting up private Zoom 

meetings to bless your creche and that 

special ornament on your Christmas 

tree. In other words, this is a pastoral 

call via Zoom. 

We will be offering a ZOOM bible 
study on the Redemption of 
Scrooge on Tuesday’s at 
9:30am starting Dec. 8 and 
Wednesday evening Dec.9 at 
7pm for those who are working. 
Please let Pastor John know 
which you would like to join on 
this engaging discussion and 
grow in your faith.  

Pastor John will be 

sending a special 

video thanksgiving 

message in your 

emails and our web-

site before Thanks-

giving. 

Please take caution– Someone is using Pastor John’s name under an 

alias email and wanting money. Please know Pastor John will never 

want money and please DO NOT answer those emails. 
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De c e m be r 6 ,  2 0 2 0  

 

Hom em a d e  Or na m ent  

 Con t es t – no g la s s  

 

Pr iz es  for  m os t   

c rea t ive  &  m os t   

      un ique  

 

 

 Brin g your orn a-

m e nt s  ahe ad o f t im e  

an d prac t ic e  s oc ial 

dis t an c in g  

 

        4 pm—Vis it  

from   St .  Nic h olas   

        4 :3 0 pm—

Winn e rs   o f orna-

m e nt s  

        5  pm—Tre e       

            Light ing 

Community  Christmas  At 

First  Church 

 

We cannot meet in person but let’s continue the tradition of a 
Christmas Pageant via ZOOM. 
 
We will put together a live streaming Christmas pageant and 
let Pastor John know if you wish to have a part in the pageant 
that you can take part in from your own home. It will be fun 
and we will create a special memory 
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“The View from My Window” 
Jennifer Perkins – Vaughan Administrator 

Although we are just half way through the month of November, we folks at Vaughan have 

been exceptionally busy with the Thanksgiving holiday quickly approaching. On Veterans 

Day (Nov 11th), Vaughan Community Services received a brand-new industrial refrigerator 

which was well needed and timely as the old Kenmore was on its last legs. 

 

Vaughan also gave out 100 Thanksgiving baskets filled with a turkey and all the trimmings 

on Saturday and Sunday, November 14th and 15th. Yes, it was early this year but, as we had a 

“no- food” food drive, we needed to order our birds in August for a delivery on Saturday 

Nov. 14th! 

 

Did I mention the 19th Annual WMWV Radio (no-food) Food Drive? Why, yes I did! It was a 

huge success and fun was had by all! Our loyal patrons and many who were new to the event, 

showed up with cash and checks in hand and were grateful we took all the safety measures to 

insure this was a relatively “contactless” event. I must admit, I missed the hustle and bustle 

of the volunteers sorting through the boxes of non-perishable food donations collected by 

area businesses and schools. Let’s set our hopes and sights on next year’s event! Oh, and yes, 

the event brought over $23,000 (the amount is still growing) to be distributed among five 

area food pantries: Vaughan, Conway, Madison, Freedom/Effingham and Glen/Bartlett. 

 

A huge Thank You goes out to Greg, Shannon, Geneo, Rob, Lucia, Roy and Clay of 

WMWV Radio 93.5 and Magic 104 for not throwing in the towel and seeking sponsorship! 

 

The Clothing Depot is set up and looks very nice. Tracy is open by appointment only and is 

not yet letting people in to “shop”. There are a couple of windows you may peer into and 

catch a peek of the area. 

 

Now, it’s on to Christmas! 

 

Wishing all of you good health and cheer. 

Warmly, 

Jennifer Perkins 
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Christmas Eve Services will be 

held in your own home due to 

rising COVID cases. 

 

Pastor John will be offering 

the following live services–       

followed by Virtual Coffee 

Hour 

   3pm Family Oriented service 

   7pm Traditional Service 

   11pm  Communion 

 

Did you  know the church has a wish list? 

We need a new sound system/projection 

equipment. Would you like to cover this 

and make a wish come true? We discov-

ered our sound system is weak and pops 

when we have been recording live stream-

ing.  

There are numerous other items we 

would like to tackle.  We are certain you 

noticed some projects. Would you like to 

have the rights of your name to any of 

these potential projects? Please talk to a  

trustee .  THANK YOU !! May your 

Christmas wishes come true……. 
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Please remember to send 
your pledges to the atten-
tion of Dan Jones, First 
Church of Christ Congrega-
tional, PO Box 401, North 
Conway, NH  03860-0401 

Inspiration……………………… 

When a South Carolina couple recently sold what had been their 

‘dream house’, they were sure they had tied up all the loose ends 

before the sale. Repairs had been made, the paperwork was all in 

order, and they had removed their belongings from the home in 

which they had spent the last 32 years—or so they thought. A few 

days after the sale was finalized, James and Clarrisa Munford discovered a literal treasure, 

which the former owners had hidden and forgotten all about—50 gold and silver coins. Legally, 

the coins—valued at $15,000—were now the Munfords’ property, and they were well within 

their rights to quietly sell them and pocket the profits. However, the Munfords, who own Clar-

risa’s Kitchen and Catering, in Columbia, chose to contact the sellers and return the coins, 

which had been left inside a built-in drawer in the home.“There is an old saying: ‘You reap 

what you sow,’” said the original owner, who was astonished. “My wife and I spent a great deal 

of time and effort to ensure that we left our home in excellent condition for the Munfords, and 

one good deed was certainly returned by another!” 

The sellers of the home in Irmo prefer to remain anonymous, but said they wanted to share 

this story to bring hope and inspiration to others during these difficult and divisive times. 

“Now is a good time to pause and reflect about how we treat each other. If there were more 

people like the Munfords, this world would be a much better place.” he said. 

Please have your Committee Reports done by the middle of 

December- no later than the first week of January to Bonnie, 

so the printing can be done before the Annual Meeting in Feb-

ruary. Thank you!! 

Have you received your Advent Calen-
dar in the mail? If not please let Pas-
tor John know and he will digitally 
send you one via email and a family 
member as our gift from the Church. 
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The Children’s Page 
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December 6  Mark 1:1-8        “Deck the Halls With Hope” 

 

December 13 John 1:6-8, 19-28   “Deck the Halls with Love 

 

December 20 Luke 1:26-38   “Deck the Halls with Joy” 

 

December 21 Service on Line only  “Blue Christmas” 

   

December 24 Luke 2:1-20 1st    “Deck the Halls for Christ” 

 

December 27 Luke 2:22-40   “2020—A hard Year-so what now?” 

Scriptures  and Sermon  

Focus for the month of  

December 

HUMOR  3 year-old Reese: 
“Our Father, Who does art in heaven, Harold is His name. 
Amen.” 

— 
A little boy was overheard praying: 
“Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry about it.  
I’m having a real good time like I am.” 

Please let us know if you are having surgery, and updates in your emails, and  physical ad-

dresses! It reduces stress on our Diaconate, Secretary and Pastor! Thanks! Church Office  

www.pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com 

Pastor John will be offering a weekly inspirational uplifting message on Face-

book,  website and emails to help you get thru this COVID and winter 

months. 
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out 
and about due to physical limitations or fragile  
immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Janet Earnshaw, Aud-
rey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , Don Waite, Linda Derse and Joan 
Santos.  We are continuing to pray for June Waltz and Jed  
Handspicker as they continue to heal.   
 
Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, and Marilyn  
Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain Hwy, North Con-
way, 03860. Peg Chisholm is at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 
Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864.  You can send cards to Lynn 
Runne at Bella Point, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor John in the church office 
with prayer concerns for the next month’s issue of The Congregate 
Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to be sent 
for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking of 
you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator 
of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home,  
(603) 496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

12/2 Robin Croce 

12/3 Robert  Port er 

12/4 Russell Seybold 

12/4 Carl Lindblade 

12/5 Elizabet h George-Hussey 

1̀2/6 Mary Lou Wait e 

12/10 Hope Nusbaum 

12/12 David Shedd 

12/14 Gerry Tilt on 

12/14 Lee Coffield 

12/15 Vinnie Furt ado 

12/18 Ken Nusbaum 

12/19 Glenna Tibbet s 

12/19 Geraldine Neal 

12/19 Art hur DeRosa 

12/20 Carol St oneman 

12/21 Connor Furt ado 

12/22 Miriam Morrell 

12/26 Dust in Roberge 

12/26 Veronica Hogue 

12/28 St eve Cameron 

12/30 Judit h Chesley 

12/31 Cynt hia Briggs 

12/7 Douglas & Lisa Gibson 

12/18 St ephen & Denise Woodcock 

12/26 Donald & Laurel Ekberg 

12/29 James & Karen Umberger 

12/29 Kent  & Bet t y Schneider    

The Fourth quarter  
Mission contributions 
are dedicated to the 

Giving Ladder 

 

If anyone has any informat ion t o 

help us updat e our birt hday and 

anniversary list s, please cont act  

t he church office at  603-356-

2324.  Thank you. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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The United Church of Christ welcomes refugees and asylum 

seekers to our cities, neighborhoods, and churches. Working 

with our partners, we furnish homes with blankets and cook-

ware. We accompany families to doctor’s appointments and 

school enrollment – sometimes for the first time. We share the 

joy that comes from landing employment or welcoming a baby 

in a new country. We are accompaniers, neighbors, and friends. In turn, resettled refugees 

enrich our communities with their talents, ideas and unlimited contributions. 

In addition to welcoming refugee families resettled to the U.S., the United Church of Christ 

advocates in the halls of Congress, working to protect the U.S. refugee resettlement pro-

gram, and the rights of refugees and asylum seekers. 

Please visit www.ucc.org/refugees for more information. 

This #GivingTuesday, our goal is $75,000. With your donations, we will continue this 

work.   All gifts to the Giving Tuesday campaign are tax-deductible. 

What is Giving Tuesday? 
Celebrated on the Tuesday following U.S. Thanksgiving, and fueled by the power of social 

media and collaboration, Giving Tuesday inspires millions of people across the globe to 

show up and give to causes and issues that matter to them. You can share on social media 

using #GivingTuesday and @UnitedChurchofChrist (@unitedchurch on Twitter). 

Giving Tuesday is December 1, 2020. 

 

SHOP WITH SCRIP NEWS -Plan ahead for organization order shipping this holiday 
season. 

 
With a busy shipping year, unpredictable weather, and high order volumes, it’s extra 
important to be ready for the 2020 holiday shopping season. Here are 5 key things 
you should know when placing physical gift card orders that are shipped to your or-
ganization. 
  
Know your delivery schedule 

Orders placed by 2:00 p.m. ET leave ShopWithScrip the next business day and take 1–5 business 
days in transit depending on the shipping option you selected and your location. Delivery date 
is based on the day your order leaves the ShopWithScrip office, not the day your order is 
placed. Remember these important dates when placing holiday orders 

UPS Ground orders must be placed by 2 p.m. ET on Monday, Dec 14. 
UPS Overnight Air orders must be placed by 2 p.m. ET on Monday, Dec 21. 

Use UPS Access Point locations for more flexibility 
If your organization is closed for the holidays or if your organization has limited office hours, pick 

up your package at a secure location with extended business hours when it’s convenient for 
you by using UPS Access Point locations. Choose from 8,000+ locations across the U.S. such 
as The UPS Store, convenience and hardware stores, and pharmacies. 

There is no additional charge for using this feature through ShopWithScrip, be sure you select the 
UPS Access Point pickup location option when you submit your order. The UPS Store may ref-
erence a $5 storage fee, but it’s important to let them know we ship using Access Point which 
creates a special label that indicates no charge. 

https://www.ucc.org/refugees
http://twitter.com/unitedchurch
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CHURCH AND 
VAUGHAN STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. John Hogue 

Licensed Pastor:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Denise Leighton 

 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

Www.firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 


