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Hit the ground running!  That should have been the title of Mark’s Gospel.  Jesus hit the 

ground running.  Mark uses an interesting word, that is- “immediately” forty times. The 

Greek word is usually translated “immediately.” However translated, the same Greek 

word describing urgency and quick movement is used by Mark forty times, twice in this 

passage. Jesus barely speaks ten words to them, and they leave their boats and nets, and 

are off and running after him.   The serious issue for Jesus is, as he said, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.”  Now is the right time, right 

now!  How often have we missed opportunities because we were hesitant or 

fearful?  God sends promptings that may come by comments from friends or strangers. 

Sometimes we take huge leaps into the kingdom of God.  Most often in our daily lives we 

walk after Jesus with small steps.  The message is: Don’t hesitate.  Get up now.  Follow 

immediately. 

Ehrfurcht vor dem Leben." These words came to Albert Schweitzer on a boat trip on 

the Ogooué River  now Gabon, while searching for a universal concept of ethics for our 

time. In Civilization and Ethics, Schweitzer wrote: "Ethics is nothing other than 

Reverence for Life. Reverence for Life affords me my fundamental principle of morality, 

namely, that good consists in maintaining, assisting and enhancing life, and to destroy, 

to harm or to hinder life is evil." 

Make the connection with own Reference for Life Building and ministry of Vaughn itself 

is result of following Jesus. 

Jesus made the connection of the importance to bring people into the life of God and the 

ultimate egalitarian society- church. Schweitzer understood it and this bust of him 

found in closet will find  a home in Howard Room as a reminder of his ministry.  But if 

you noted RFL-TO  destroy, harm or hinder life is evil is always the danger when we 

assume the role of a pastor, any position of higher authority in our society. Every role 

carries a tremendous amount of responsibility and accountability. Any position can 

render the danger of power seeping into the soul. Aristotle said most famous- Power 

corrupts. Like a pothole-                 

As the long deep frosts of December work their way out of the ground, an epidemic of 

potholes erupts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Schweitzer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogoou%C3%A9_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethics
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I observed some potholes quite closely, while doing some remedial roadwork on our 

lane. 

It seems to me that potholes illuminate some human flaws. In the U.S., Richard Nixon’s 

Watergate, Bill Clinton’s affair with Monica Lewinsky, the Bush administration’s refusal 

to admit that it was wrong about Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction...The 

coup attempt in Washington DC few days ago. 

Here’s how a pothole starts. 

Water seeks out a low point in the roadway. It collects there and softens the surface. 

Just the way that the temptation to cut moral corners, to try something shady, will find 

the low point in one’s ethical principles. 

Enter an external pressure. For the pothole, it’s a tire. It squishes down into the puddle, 

and squirts disturbed water outwards. 

Now, you might expect that because the pothole started as a low point, it would fill up 

with sediment, the way lakes do. But lakes don’t get pounded repeatedly by external 

forces. 

When a tire drives water out, the water carries with it some sediment from the bottom. 

The water will drain back into the depression. But the mud, silt, and gravel won’t. Like a 

wave rushing up a beach, during the moment when the water stops before it turns 

around, some of the debris settles out. 

So every time a tire splashes muddy water out of the pothole, it digs the hole deeper. 

The conclusion is obvious – the longer you leave a pothole unfixed, the worse it will get. 

Which is pretty much what happened in those political scandals, isn’t it? The longer that 

influential people denied any wrongdoing, the longer they tried to paper over the cracks, 

the deeper the hole they dug themselves into. 

Paradoxically, potholes become more severe when they happen in a paved road. Once 

that uniform hard crust is cracked, water gets through and softens the foundations 

underneath. Under the relentless pounding of daily traffic, the illusion of a smooth 

surface breaks up. 

And exposes the soft underbelly of a pothole. It’s softer, spongier, weaker than the hard 

surface. Like Niagara Falls or any other major waterfall, the harder layer at the top 

protects softer layers immediately underneath it from erosion. 

That geological logic means the cavity can only grow deeper. And deeper. It can’t simply 
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spread out and blend indistinguishably into other potholes. 

 

There’s only one solution for a pothole – fix it. And fix it now. Make amends; make 

repairs; make changes. Maple Leaf Foods did, when listeriosis was traced to one of their 

plants. Political parties, history suggests, rarely do, until the pothole has turned into a 

sinkhole. 

Get the point? When apologies are required, make them. When boils fester, lance them. 

When malignancies threaten the whole body, excise them. 

Putting off dealing with a problem never does deal with it. 

Jesus did not want to put off the problem and wanted to reveal God’s grace and good 

news to all people. Time was fulfilled, saw Simon and brother Andrew casting net into 

the sea., “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 

nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; 

and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.   

          So we make sure our ears are tuned, our eyes are open, our hearts are tooled to 

listen for the voice.  We put ourselves in places where the voice is most likely to be 

heard:  among the poor, the sick, the vulnerable, the needy.  Alongside people who care 

about us, our welfare and our future.  We find the occasional quiet space in our souls 

where there’s less noise and interference. 

 

Ched Myers, in his book Binding the Strong Man, has alerted us to the fact that the 

metaphor of fishing is taken from Jeremiah 16:16, where it is used to symbolize God’s 

disapproval of Israel. It is also used in Amos 4:2 and Ezekiel 29:4, where catching fish 

with hooks is used to represent the divine judgment upon the rich and the powerful, 

respectively. “Jesus,” Myers concludes, “is inviting common folk to join him in his 

struggle to overturn the existing order of power and privilege.”2 This is quite a different 

interpretation -   So the question becomes are we part of the establishment? Is that why 

Scweitzer left establishment of ministry into becoming a doctor and went to Africa ? 
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Albert Schweitzer's The Quest of the Historical Jesus: He commands. And to those who 

obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the 

conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as an 

ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is. 

A few years after Schweitzer wrote these words, he left behind the comforts of Germany 

and traveled to sub-Saharan Africa, where he spent the rest of his life, a doctor 

establishing clinics and caring for the poor. Schweitzer heard the voice of Jesus saying 

"Follow me," and he left all he had to follow him. Have we done the same? 

I would like to suggest then that the purpose of Jesus’ call to discipleship is not to take 

people out of a hostile world, promising them a better life in God’s heavenly kingdom. 

Instead, his purpose is to change the world in such a way that it will cease to be the 

hostile place it is, so that God’s reign can be established on earth. Doing this will require 

that we make a preferential option for the poor, the dispossessed, the excluded, and 

those who because of gender, sexual orientation, race, or class have been rendered 

invisible in our society. It will also require that we will courageously denounce the evils 

of our western culture and its arrogant project of globalization. In short, it will require 

that we change the romantic view of discipleship that we have inherited for one that, by 

addressing the socio-political realities of our world, may do more justice to Jesus’ 

original intent. 

The other day I asked someone if they’d enjoyed a special dinner they’d cooked for their 

family, and they replied that they’d been too busy to enjoy it. 

And it’s not too surprising that some people view church in the same manner. Sunday 

School teachers, sidepersons, committee members – all too busy giving they miss out on 

receiving. 

But it’s more. The church itself is a barrier. The institution. The structure. The people. 

The programs. The tradition. It stops people receiving, or even hearing, the offer of 

grace that God so lovingly bestows on us. People are anxious, aggrieved, aggravated – 

and the church cannot smooth the road, open up the path. 
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We need to rediscover that Jesus of old-not the established church. The day of early 

church - one untainted by our misrepresentation, our preconceived ideas. We need to be 

enthralled by his charisma, to give ourselves wholeheartedly to him, to resist seeking 

him just for power and prestige. And in turn, we need to offer God’s love and grace to 

others in a pure and honest way. For some it will be too late, they are too disillusioned 

by what they have seen. But still others are listening, are wanting to hear, waiting to 

follow. 

If we can accept that invitation, if we can be still enough to place it on our hearts, if we 

can avoid complicating that message for others then there is still hope for us all. 

Jesus’ four new disciples lived in a tough world. Jewish aspirations for freedom 

confronted the grim reality of Roman imperial exploitation. Families lost their land. 

Children scattered in search of work and opportunity, often finding themselves enslaved 

by poverty. Traditional family and village structures crumbled under enormous cultural 

and economic stress. A very few people amassed incredible levels of wealth in Jesus’ 

day, while countless others found themselves destitute. Those realities impinge upon 

Simon and Andrew while they fish; James and John sense them as they repair their 

nets. 

Lots of motives influence people who exchange their old lives for new ones. Harsh new 

economic realities are forcing people to retrain, restructure and reorganize. Even Mitt 

Romney says he knows the fear of the pink slip. Countless people are leaving their old 

lives — or finding their former lives slipping away. What commitments convince us that 

they are worth living for? 

It still happens. My friend Selina Man owns a small chocolate-themed restaurant in 

Lititz, Penn. With a Princeton Ph.D. in economics, she found herself unfulfilled by Wall 

Street’s big money. So she abandoned that life for the global Fair Trade retail business. 

After a year of that, she founded Café Chocolate with a business model that emphasizes 

full participation by employees, environmentally friendly cooking and economically just 

business practices. 

And some people abandon their nets because they hear good news worthy of our lives. If 

things were just fine in the world, perhaps they’d stay with their nets. But sensing God’s 

http://www.chocolateatlas.com/L2PFav/Lancaster/Lancaster.htm
http://chocolatelititz.com/
https://www.pnc.com/webapp/unsec/Solutions.do?siteArea=/PNC/Home/Small+Business/Women+in+Business/Achievers/Women+Who+Achieve+Man
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kingdom drawing near, they reshape their lives in response to God’s call. They drop 

everything and go another way. Far too few churches ask this question, this vocational 

question, of their members: to what life is God calling you? And far too many of us 

domesticate the question, as if Simon and his colleagues were just volunteering for a 

single night at the winter shelter. The realities of our world press us with questions 

greater than how we’ll spend a given night. Meanwhile, the kingdom of God lies right at 

hand. And what about those nets? 

As Dietrich Bonhoeffer pointed out in his book,  The Cost of Discipleship, Jesus does not 

call us to cheap grace. 

He calls us to a costly discipleship. 

In a way there is a paradox of our faith. 

On the one hand, grace is free and cost us nothing. We cannot earn it. 

But on the other hand,it costs us everything. 

Our Lord expects us to commit all that we are and all that we have. 

One theologian has called it a paradox between  "absolute gift and absolute demand." 

We want the grace yet too often ignore  the cost of discipleship. 

We must meet people at their needs. 

Which could be as simple as showing grace or extending friendship. 

To be someone who cares. 

It is taking the time to build a new relationship or to deepen a relationship with those 

that God has placed  in your life. 

This story may help illustrate our calling by Jesus and how reflect the church- 

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was once a crude, little, 

life-saving station. 

The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat  but the few devoted members 

kept a constant watch over the sea. 
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And they went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost. 

Some of those who were saved,  and various others who lived in the surrounding area, 

wanted to become associated with the station. 

They all were willing To give of their time,  Their money and their effort  to support the 

work. 

New boats were bought and new crews were trained. 

The little life-saving station grew. 

Some of the members of the station were unhappy that the building was so crude and 

poorly equipped. 

They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge for those 

saved from the sea. 

They replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the enlarged 

building. 

In addition, the life-saving station became a popular gathering place for its members. 

They decorated it beautifully and furnished it exquisitely. 

Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions,  so they 

hired life-boat crews to do his work. 

The life-saving motif still prevailed in this club's décor, and there was a symbolic life-

boat in the room where the club initiations were held. 

About this time a large ship wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in boat 

loads of cold, wet and half-drowned people. 

They were dirty and sick and some of them had black skin and some had yellow skin. 

The beautiful new club was in chaos. 

So, the property committee immediately had a temporary shower erected outside the 

club where victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before coming inside. 
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At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. 

Most of the members wanted to stop the club's life-saving activities because it was a 

hindrance to the normal social life of the club. 

Some members though insisted upon life-saving. as their primary purpose for they were 

still called a life-saving station. 

But they were finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save lives,  they could 

begin their own life-saving station down the coast. 

Which They Did. 

As the years went by, this new station experienced the same changes that had occurred 

in the old. 

It too, evolved into a club,  and yet another life-saving station was founded further down 

the coast. 

History continued to repeat itself, and I am told if you visit that sea coast today, you will 

find a number of exclusive clubs  along the shore. 

Sadly,  far too many Churches especially in the developed nations have become this way. 

Is it fear that is keeping you from stepping out and saving the drowning. 

Is it fear that is keeping you from loving the lost and portraying unexpected grace. 

Remember our Jesus’ words- 

BIBLE "Fear Not"! I am with you always  even to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20) 

Love gives us the desire to shower grace on others. 

Love gives us the Desire  To allow the grace and love of God  to flow from our very being. 

Love gives us the capacity to see others through God's eyes. 

To seek opportunities to show unexpected grace.  

Beloved -Grace wins every time! 
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How do I allow this Grace  to permeate my very being? 

How do I allow God's Love to flow from me? Listen to the still small voice of God- 

Share with you a short story by William Saroyan- 

In the story, a husband plays the cello and never changes notes. He just continues to 

repeat the same note without variation. 

 

His wife is driven to distraction and finally protests: "Why do you play the same note 

over and over and over again? Other cellists play different notes." 

 

"Other cellists play different notes," her husband replies, "because they are trying to find 

the right one. I've found mine." 

 

Ahhh, the beauty of finding your note! I think I could like him. Finding your note is 

something like finding your purpose in life or landing where you need to be. 

 

Philosopher James Allen advised, "Above all be of single aim; have a legitimate and 

useful purpose, and devote yourself unreservedly to it." He could have said, “Find your 

note and stay with it.” 

 

I believe that is an important part of being happy. Like Helen Keller says, true happiness 

is attained “through fidelity to a worthy purpose.” 

 

In music, staking your claim on one note will drive everyone around you nuts. But 

finding the right note in life, and giving yourself to it, can be a source of unending joy. 

One day Lamar Hunt, the man who started the American Football League and owner of 

the Kansas City Chiefs, came across his daughter's Super Ball and was given the 

inspiration for the name of the championship game between his upstart AFL and the old 

guard National Football League. 
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"Why not," he wondered, "call our championship game the Super Bowl?" The name 

caught on quickly and thus, an American tradition was born. want you to remember this 

story about Jerry Rice. 

He was the longtime star for the San Francisco 49ers, considered one of the greatest 

receivers in the history of football; he played for the 49ers for 15 years, 1985 to 2000. He 

played for Mississippi Valley State University, in Itta Bena, Mississippi, a virtual 

unknown. 

He was once asked, "Why did you attend a small, obscure university like Mississippi 

Valley State University in Itta Bena, Mississippi?" Rice responded, "Out of all the big-

time schools (such as UCLA) to recruit me, MVSU was the only school to come to my 

house and give me a personal visit." 

The big-time schools recruited through cards, letters, and advertisements, but only one 

came to meet him and showed Rice personal attention. It makes a difference in this 

world to meet people eye to eye and invite them to be a part. As Jesus passed along the 

sea of Galilee, the scriptures say, he saw Simon and his brother casting a net into the 

sea. He approached them and invited them to be a part. He went a little further and he 

saw two more brothers: James and John. He went up to them extending the same 

invitation and... 

That gets too personal for many people. Yet the question remains- What is God call you 

to do in the midst of the pain and hurt of this world? 

We like to hear about the miraculous conversion of a drug dealer or politician.  We like 

to hear the story of how Christ changed the direction of a movie star. 

But we’re just little fish in the pond who don’t want to take the bait for fear we may have 

to change. 

We don’t want to change the way we relate to our parents. We don’t want to change the 

way we spend our money. We don’t want to change the way we spend our free time. 

We don’t want to change. But until we change, God can’t use us. Let us seek 

opportunities to show unexpected grace. 


