
Sunday, May 24, the Seventh Sunday in Eastertide
Memorial Day Weekend

First Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ
North Conway, New Hampshire

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE The Sunday Morn Again Is Here F. Peeters (1903-1986)
Floyd W. Corson, Organ

This morning's prelude is a 20th century arrangement of an anonymous, chant-like melody. 
The opening of the text for the tune is, 

"The Sunday Morn again is here, that all the faithful must revere".
INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 47:1, 6-7, 9b
 Adapted from The Message by Eugene H. Robinson

Applause, everyone. Bravo, bravissimo! 
Shout God-songs at the top of your lungs!
Sing songs to God, sing out! Sing to our Sovereign Majesty, sing praise!
God rules over earth, so sing your best songs to God.
The powers of earth are God’s—Our God soars over all.

HYMN Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above MIT FREUDEN ZART

PRAYER OF JOY FOR THE RESURRECTION* AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Jesus, Risen One, you spoke words of hope and comfort to your followers so very 
often. Before you were crucified, you said, “Love me and keep my commandments. I 
will ask the Holy One to send you another Comforter who will be with you forever.” 
And after you rose from the dead, you said to them, “As it was written, so it now is. 
Now, go and proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins in my name through the 
whole world. But wait here for the clothing of power that God will send to you from 
on high.” They waited and were rewarded with the Pentecost wind and fire. We wait, 
today. We wait for a time that we cannot yet see, when we can gather in person to 
worship, and it is hard. Maybe as hard as waiting for Pentecost. More than this, Holy 
God and Christ our Savior, we wait for your return. But we do not wait without 
comfort, for we are people of both Resurrection and Pentecost. So hear our prayers 
and praises as we work to build your realm on earth while we wait for Christ’s return, 
holding dear to the words Jesus taught us, saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Based on Luke 24:44-53 and John 14:15-21
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES When God is Comfy
SPECIAL MUSIC Abide With Me Henry F. Lyte and William H. Monk,  

Arr. Jack Schrader
Chancel Choir, Anne W. Polak, Director

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,



Help of the helpless, O, abide with me.
I need thy presence every passing hour,

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies;
Heavn’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYER RESPONSE

SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 1:1-11 Chris Russian, Reader
HYMN Hail the Day that Sees Christ Rise vv. 1-3, 5 GWALCHMAI

SERMON Jesus Didn’t Leave Us Comfortless
HYMN The Battle Hymn of the Republic BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC

BENEDICTION AND BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE Voluntary in Free Style J. C. Beckel (1811-1880)
=====

We invite your to subscribe to our channel, to join us at www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh, 
and to sign up for our e-mail list at https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=7331230504 

Please consider a donation to support our missions and ministries: First Church of Christ, PO 
Box 401, North Conway, NH 03860. You may also support Vaughan Community Service, Inc., 
online at www.vaughannh.com or by check to VCS, PO Box 401, North Conway, NH 03860.

The photo collage during the interlude in the final hymn is composed of the monuments to the 
fallen from World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War in Washington, 
DC. There is not yet a national memorial for those who have died in service during the Global 
War on Terrorism (Afghanistan, Iraq, and many other conflicts since 2001).The final picture is 
from the return of the remains of Col. Roy Knight, who was MIA in Vietnam. Col, Knight is the 
uncle of Pastor Ruth’s cousin Scott Knight. The picture was chosen to represent all who do not 
know the final resting place of their loved ones who died in service to the country and to the 
ideals of peace, freedom, and liberty for which America at her best not only aspires but 
achieves. May we soon enter a time when no one need die to make these ideals a permanent 
reality here and around the world.
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