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January 10, 2021    The Baptism of Christ 

           First Sunday after Epiphany 

       CCLI # 2929798 and #20547245 

Spiritual Quote of the week  “Never allow 

your ego to diminish your ability to listen.”  

― Gary Hopkins 

Welcome 

Prelude          

Introduction & Two Variations on a Basque Noël  

                      Dom P. Benoit                                                                                                                        

                                                     (1893-1979) 

          Lighting of the Candles 

Lighting of the Community and Christ Candle 
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For gathering today in this sacred space, we light 

the Christ Candle 

 

Call to Worship:       Pastor John (from Isaiah 

40:3-5, 8b) 

L: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the 

way of the Lord, Make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 

P: Every valley shall be lifted up, And every 

mountain and hill be made low; 

L: The uneven ground shall become level, And the 

rough places a plain. 

P: Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, 

L: And all people shall see it together, For the mouth 

of the Lord has spoken.” 

ALL: The word of our God will stand forever. 

Choir Introit          ‘Purell We Three Kings’ 

Hymn #290 ‘Spirit of God , Descend Upon My 
Heart’ verse 1, 5 
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Prayer of Confession Pastor Gerry 

Creator God, we confess our sins to You. We 

confess that we have failed to live into Your 

commandments. We have failed to follow 

Your teachings and ordinances in Scripture. 

We have failed to love our neighbor as 

ourselves. As we come together today to 

remember our baptism and renew our 

baptismal vows, we renew our commitment 

to You. We repent of our sins. We ask for 

Your forgiveness. We pray that we might do 

better in this new year to live into Your 

commandments, to follow the teachings of 

Christ, and to listen to the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance. We pray all things in You, God our 

Creator, Christ our Redeemer, and the Holy 

Spirit who sustains us now and forever. 

Amen. 

DAZZLING BOUQUET -Time for Children- 

Message— ‘Blowing in the Wind’ 
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1. Come here, all you six-foot gladiolas. 

Come all you purple lilacs shining bright. 

Come let us all bloom together in one garden: 

A carnival of fragrance and delight. (Refrain) 

 

Mine is the church where everybody’s welcome. 

I know it’s true ’cause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of every kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ’cause we’ve got space for more. 

 

 

UCC / DOC Missionary Partner this week         

 Debbie Colvin- Ghana 

                                                                                                                        

Pastor Gerry 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
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into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen 

 

Choir Response     

             

Choir ANTHEM 

 Come Down Lord                                              

                                                                             S. Pethel 

 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 22:34-40 

The Greatest Commandment 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced 

the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one 

of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law 

is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second 

is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets.” 
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Hymn # 263  “O Spirit of the Living God” 
verse 1,2 

1 O Spirit of the living God, 
pure Light and Fire Divine: 
burn brightly in your church once more, 
its life and faith refine. 
Fill it with love and joy and power, 
with righteousness and peace; 
till Christ shall dwell in human hearts, 
and sin and sorrow cease. 

2 Blow, Wind of God! With wisdom blow 
disperse and put to flight 
the mists of error, clouds of doubt 
which hide you from our sight. 
Burn, Winged Fire! Inspire our lips, 
renew in us your call to preach 
with zeal your great good news; 
God's love extends to all. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Holy Spirit, You hovered over the waters of 

the deep at creation, waiting for the Word. 

Draw near to us and hover over us, for You 

are calling our name, and You are waiting for 

us to turn. Call us to return to Your ways.  
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Sermon      ‘The Spirit Blows Where it Will’                       

                                              Rev. John Hogue 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Musical Interlude 

Doxology 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering    Pastor 

John 

Hymn: # 286 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness.  

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free.  

Spirit, spirit of restlessness. Stir me from 

placidness.  

Wind, wind on the sea.  

 

1. You moved on the waters, You called to the deep,  

Then You coaxed up the mountains. From the valley 

of sleep,  

And over the eons You called to each thing,  

"A wake from your slumbers and rise on your 

wings." 

2. You swept through the dessert, You stung with 

the sand,  
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And You gifted your people With a law and a land,  

And when they were blinded With their idols and 

lies,  

Then You spoke through Your prophets To open 

their eyes. 

3. You sang in a stable, You cried from a hill,  

Then You whispered in silence When the whole 

world was still,  

And down in the city You called once again  

When You blew through Your people On the rush of 

the wind. 

4. You call from tomorrow, You break ancient 

schemes,  

From the bondage of sorrow The captives dream 

dreams;  

Our women see visions, Our men clear their eyes.  

With bold new decisions Your people arise.  

 

Benediction            

Congregational Benediction Response 

May God’s Blessings  Twine around you, perfect 

love, and healing calm; 
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May God’s radiance shine upon you; may it 

guide you, stay beside you -watch and keep you, 

safe from harm.    By Paul Burtis 

POSTLUDE         

                                        Toccata in G  Minor             

               S. Scheidt    

    

 

Diaconate wanted to insure everyone’s safety as a 

top priority. We have two options.  We will continue 

to live stream by clicking on our website 

www.firstchurchnc.com. You will see a link for 

Facebook and just click on that button. You do not 

need to have a Facebook account. It is recorded each 

week for later viewing. You can also watch by going 

to our First Church Facebook page for the live video.  

  

http://www.firstchurchnc.com/

