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                                   Feb. 28, 2021   Second Lent of Sunday 

   CCLI # 2929798 and #20547245 

Spiritual Quote of the week –‘Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is 

illuminating. By judging others we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace 

which others are just as entitled to as we are.” ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of 

Discipleship 

Welcome  

Prelude   With Heart and Soul, O Sons of Men, Op. 65                                 S. Karg-Elert 

                                                                                                                                       (1877-1933) 
 

          Lighting of the Candles 

Lighting of the Community and Christ Candle 

For gathering today in this sacred space, we light the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship:    

L: “Walk before me, and be blameless,” said God to Abram,   

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2723088
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2723088
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ALL: “And I shall make my covenant between me and you.” (Genesis 17: 1-2, 

paraphrased) 

L: Quite openly, we’ve measured that distance. 

ALL: Quite openly, we’ve stayed away. 

L: Quite openly, we’ve distanced ourselves. 

All:  Quite openly, we didn’t want to be closer. 

L: Quite openly, we are not blameless. 

All: Quite openly, we are here. We are here to open ourselves to our In-

between God. 

Choir Introit           

Hymn  ‘Standing on the Promises of God’ 

 

1. Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
Through eternal ages let His praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 

 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, 
  I’m standing on the promises of God. 
 

2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear 
assail, 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 
(Refrain) 
 

3. Standing on the promises I now can see 
Perfect, present cleansing in the blood for me; 
Standing in the liberty where Christ makes 
free, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 
(Refrain) 
 

4. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to Him eternally by love’s strong cord, 
Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 
(Refrain) 
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5. Standing on the promises I shall not fall, 

List’ning every moment to the Spirit’s call. 
Resting in my Savior as my All in all, 
  Standing on the promises of God. 
(Refrain) 

 

 

Prayer of Confession Pastor Gerry 

We are quite open about our successes. We feel free to boast when we have 

done well, but we are not quite so open when things have gone wrong. We 

do not praise God anyway. Instead, we recognize the distance between me 

and you between you and God between God and me. Let’s be quite open 

about it as we open ourselves to our Living God in silence. (Pray in Silence ) 

 

DAZZLING BOUQUET -Time for Children- Message – “How Can I Know You?” 

1. Come here, all you six-foot gladiolas. 

Come all you purple lilacs shining bright. 

Come let us all bloom together in one garden: 

A carnival of fragrance and delight. (Refrain) 

 

Mine is the church where everybody’s welcome. 

I know it’s true ’cause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of every kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ’cause we’ve got space for more. 

 

UCC / DOC Missionary Partner this week -    Pastor Gerry  

Lebanon  Leda Zakarison   
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Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

  

Choir ANTHEM      Come, Spirit, Come                                                  M. K. Beall 

 

Scripture Reading  - Mark 8:31-38 NRSV 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel,[a] will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words[b] in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

Hymn # 204 (NCH) ‘Take up Your Cross’, the Savior Said 

1 "Take up your cross," the Savior said, 
"if you would my disciple be; 
Take up your cross with willing heart 
and humbly follow after me." 

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight 
fill your weak spirit with alarm; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-38+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24532a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-38+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24535b
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Christ's strength will bear your spirit up 
and brace your heart, support your arm. 

3 Take up your cross, heed not the shame, 
and let your foolish pride be still; 
For Christ did not refuse to die 
upon a cross on Calvary's hill. 

4 Take up your cross and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down, 
For only those who bear the cross 
may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

Prayer of Illumination  

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. Open wounded 

hearts to the balm of your Word. Speak to us in clear tones so that we might feel 

our spirits leap for joy and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen.  

 

Sermon    “Stumbling and Walking”    ‘Rev. John Hogue 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Without talking back, Without asking questions, Let us move into God’s 

love. Let us go in-between with God to offer our gifts. Let us give God our 

thanks in our tithes and offerings. 

 

Musical Interlude 

Doxology (Old 100) 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering     

In-between God, Bless these gifts with your love So that we might share 

them quite openly With all who need your change. Amen. 

 

Hymn # 306   ‘The Church of Christ, In Every Age” 

1 The church of Christ in every age 
beset by change, but Spirit led, 
Must claim and test its heritage 
and keep on rising from the dead. 
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2 Across the world, across the street, 
the victims of injustice cry 
For shelter and for bread to eat, 
and never live before they die. 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 
a caring church that longs to be 
A partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

Benediction (based on Mark 8:31-38) 

L: Turn and look! 

All: We want to become followers of Christ. 

L: Turn and look! 

All: We will speak quite openly. 

L:   Turn and look! 

All:  We will speak quite openly. 

L:   Turn and look! 

All: We will open ourselves to our In-between God. 

 

Benediction Response    

May God’s Blessings  Twine around you, perfect love, and healing calm; 

May God’s radiance shine upon you; may it guide you, stay beside you -watch 

and keep you, safe from harm.    By Paul Burtis 

 

POSTLUDE             Scherzo   (From Grand Sonata in Eb)            D. Buck    (1839-1909) 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Announcements: 

Each Wednesday during Lent, a puppet Skit will be given by Pastor John who is ‘Grandpa’ and 

interacts with his grandson Tommy. This will be live recorded every Wednesday. Topics are; 

March 3 ‘About Turn!”; March 10 ‘Choose for Eternity’; March 17th ‘When Do you See “Red”?- 

More to come and for Holy Week. Stay tuned. 

A Bead and a Prayer 

1st meeting- March 3rd at 7pm. We will meet in person to make our prayer beads. 

What you will need:  
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5 large (10-12mm) Beads 

29 (8-10mm) Beads 

36 small (6-8mm) Beads    

1 Cross Pendant (Veronica has 10 to share) 

2 Crimp tubes (Veronica has 100 to share) 

Beading Thread or wire (Veronica has some to share) 

Please let Veronica Hogue know if you are planning to attend so she can plan for enough space 

for everyone (Social distancing, etc) 

Thanks! Veronica – teapotlady3@gmail.com 

Veronica has some to share! 


