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Pastor John’s Reflections 
 
I wish to express my thanks for your vote of confidence as your next set-
tled pastor. My last Sunday in Pennsylvania is July 26 and my last full day 
is July 31st. I will be taking a two week vacation August 1-15. I will offi-
cially begin at First Congregational church. I am hoping at this point to 
move the last day of July 31st and into the parsonage August 1st. How-
ever with weather, traffic, normal variables depend if that ‘plan’ is durable. 
Have you heard the joke when we human beings plan? God laughs. I am 
truly grateful of the UCC in the search process. It can be daunting. It can 
test one’s patience. Which if we trust in the process and more importantly 
trust God, the call process becomes more of an embodiment and engage-
ment of the Holy Spirit. Especially in this COVID environment. I appreciate 
the professionalism and collegial support of Rev. Ruth. I look forward to 
learning everyone’s story and journey. With this COVID environment, 
hopefully we will be able to return to some normalcy. Yet the church 
changed. We have to think about how we do things. Communion. Passing 
of the Peace. All of these things we can talk about when I arrive. Then 
later after we establish some grounding of learning and working with each 
other we can lean on God and as your Shepherd we will look towards 
even a brighter future. Meanwhile, I pray for a solid vaccination to the well 
being of everyone on this planet. I have buried several people with COVID 
complications in Pennsylvania and been heartbreaking. I pray for people 
to calm and am concerned about the second wave as restrictions are be-
ing lifted.  
 
Meanwhile, I will be making my physical goodbyes to my current congre-
gation. The shock is still being felt. Then the other emotions will evolve as 
the weeks wear on. Veronica will most likely take a week off to join me in 
the move and then return to PA. Nethanel is very grateful to complete his 
high school in PA but is looking forward to discerning his next chapter 
when he moves with Veronica in June 2021. Isaac will move in Jan. 2021 
with me and plan his Culinary, restaurant management internship.  
 
Meanwhile, I wish you peace and patience as we all weather thru this 
COVID environment. May I leave you these Gaelic benediction- ‘Nar Laga 
Did Thu’.  It means ‘ May God never weaken you.’ 
 
Shalom, Pastor John 
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                                         HALLELUJAH & REJOICE! 
 
We are extremely pleased to announce that Reverend John Hogue has been confirmed by our Church Members 
as our Settled Pastor! 
 
The ballots were counted and the result was an overwhelming majority of almost 94% of Members  
voting "Yes" to Confirm Pastor John. 
 
Thanks to all who helped with the ballot process. 
 
Pastor John is very appreciative of our support and confidence in him and is very excited to be joining us!  He 
has spoken with his current church and will be starting with us on August 15th.  An Installation Ceremony will be 
scheduled as soon as it is possible to gather together as a group. 
 
The search process has truly been a team effort.  From the Congregation sharing what qualities they would like 
to see in our Pastor to the hard work of the Profile Team to the Diaconate assembling a  
balanced Pastor Search Team, this accomplishment is shared by many!  The advice and guidance given to us 
by the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ has been invaluable.  Special thanks should 
be given to NHCUCC Search and Call Consultant Michael Carrier and to our own Pastor Ruth! 
 
We should be proud of our church and how we have persevered during the very challenging times we currently 
live in.  Our church is the first church in the NHCUCC to hold a Virtual Candidate Weekend and I believe we will 
be used by other churches as a shining example of faith and perseverance!    
 
In His service, 
Ken Schiller 

V aughan Community Services is helping the community get through these difficult times. The food pantry 
has been busy and Jennifer is now working full time to handle the extra effort. Thanks to our dedicated  

volunteers and community partners we are able to continue to serve those in need. The childcare center  
remains closed, however, we are working on a reopening plan and Heather is back to work. We expect to be 
open in the new pantry building by July 1 subject to the unknowns we may face. The new building will be a 
great opportunity for the learning center to get reorganized and offer our students and their families a clean, 
healthy option for childcare. The church offices are located on the second floor and the childcare and pantry  
offices are on the first floor. If you stop in please wear a mask. 
 
In the meantime, the Reverence for Life building is coming along. Sheetrock is going up soon, the new spaces 
are coming together, new heating and air-conditioning systems and the new lift are all in process. We are very 
please with the work of L.A. Drew. We expect to be 100% complete by mid-August. In time for the new school 
season! The Capital Campaign continues under very changed circumstances. We are still several hundred 
thousand dollars short of our needs and while we have a bridge loan in place to finish the project, we will need 
to repay that with new funding sources. If you have not seen our new web site (thank you Tracy Strout!) please 
go to VaughanNH.ORG (formerly .COM) and check out the new Pay Pal portal for donations. It has been very 
successful in gaining donors to the cause and will continue to be a resource as we will always need funding. I 
would like to let everyone know that I will be leaving the Vaughan board as of July 31 after more than 8 years. I 
have loved the challenges and have given it 100% of my effort and I am proud at the progress that has been 
made. It is time for new vision and new energy and I would encourage anyone interested in joining the board to 
speak up. It is a wonderful organization and one with a great future!  
 
- Dot Seybold 
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 This year, the musical world celebrates the 250th birthday of Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827), one 
of musical history’s greatest creative geniuses. 
 Born in Bonn, Germany, Beethoven progressed from early musical promise to worldwide, lasting fame. 
By the age of fourteen he was an accomplished viola and organ player, but he became famous primarily be-
cause of his compositions, including nine symphonies, eleven overtures, thirty piano sonatas, sixteen string 
quartets, and the Mass in C. He wrote no music for congregational use, but various arrangers adapted some of 
his musical themes as hymn tunes; the most famous of these is “ODE TO JOY” from the Ninth Symphony. 
 It would appear that the great calamity of Beethoven’s life was his loss of hearing, which turned to total 
deafness during the last decade of his life, however, this proved to be the period when he composed his great-
est works. 

ABOUT THE HYMN 
 

 Henry Van Dyke, (1852-1933) was born in Germantown, Pennsylvania, and held a variety of positions in 
his lifetime. He was an ordained minister, a college professor, a successful author and poet, a diplomat, and a 
chaplain in the United States Navy. Despite his achievements in a variety of fields, his magnificent hymn 
"Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" remains one of his most enduring legacies. 
 While Van Dyke was serving as guest preacher at Williams College in Massachusetts, he wrote the 
poem “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” He gave the president of the college his poem with this note: “Here is a 
hymn for you. Your mountains ( the Berkshires) were my inspiration as I contemplated the mystery of God’s 
work. It must be sung to the tune of Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.” 
 The opening lines of the hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (page #4 in The New Century Hymnal) 
appeal to the worshiper to praise the Lord with Joy. 
 The second stanza depicts every part of creation offering praise back to its creator, calling on the sun 
and moon, the stars, the creatures of the sea, the elements of weather, mountains, trees, birds and animals, 
men and women, young and old, to worship the Lord. 
 The third stanza lists some character attributes of God, as one who gives and forgives and is a well-
spring of life. It refers to Christ as our brother and “All who live in love are Thine.” 
 Today we think of these words and the music as being inseparable. We can't imagine one without the 
other, but it was not always so. The music was composed 83 years earlier by Ludwig van Beethoven in 1824, 
just three years before he died. Interestingly, Beethoven had another poem singing in his imagination when he 
wrote the music. "Ode to Joy" was a poem written by Fredrich Schiller, 40 years earlier in 1785. Beethoven took 
his words and rearranged them to the music that became part of the final movement of his Ninth Symphony. 
 It's amazing to think how the artistic process works - God creates the astonishing beauty of the earth, a 
poet is inspired by it, and then that poem inspires another creative genius to set it to music years later and then 
a second poet inspired again by creation's loveliness, writes another poem to be set to that music. And the final 
act in the creative process that led to "Joyful, Joyful" as we experience it today was when Edward Hodges, the 
organist at Trinity Episcopal Church in New York, adapted it to become a hymn in 1864. People loved Beetho-
ven's music and Van Dyke's words so much that they clamored to have it become part of the Church's hym-
nody. First Schiller, then Beethoven, then Van Dyke, and finally Hodges, using their gifts for our inspiration and 
for God's glory. 
 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" is a gift to the world as an expression of God's desire for all humankind 
to live as brothers and sisters. We sing it to remind us of who we are and that we are called to bring harmony to 
a broken world, never despairing and always hopeful. Count your blessings and then do your part in offering 
God joyful praise. This hymn has been with us for years and yet it is new every time we sing it. 
 

“Music is God’s gift to man, the only art of heaven given to earth, the only art of 
earth we take to heaven.” - - Walter Savage Lando  

JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE 
 
A HYMN OF TRUST, JOY AND HOPE 
 

By Muriel Magg 
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Weekly Events 
Food Pantry Hours     Tuesdays Noon. to 1:45 p.m. AND Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Women’s AA Step Group  Mondays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Scouts    Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Chancel Choir    Thursday 5:30 p.m.  - PENDING 
Bell Choir    Thursday 6:45 p.m.  - PENDING 
New Sunlight Group (AA)  Wednesday & Friday 12:00 Noon—CANCELLED 
DaCapo    CANCELLED 

Monthly Events 
Revolving Closet   Sunday, June 7th 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Sunday, June 21st 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Thursday June 18th 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for adult shopping 

Due to the coronavirus, the Revolving Closet hours are by appointment only 
WIC     Thursday, June 4th 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  - CANCELLED 
ONA     NO MEETING  IN JUNE 
Survivors of Suicide   Thursday, June 11th 6:00 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Men’s Breakfast    Friday, June 19th 8:00 a.m. at the Gibson Center—PENDING 
Trustees Meeting   Tuesday, June 16th 2:00 p.m.—PENDING 
Diaconate    Tuesday, June 16th 5:00 p.m.—VIA ZOOM 
Music Committee Meeting  To Be Determined 
Youth & Family Movie Night CANCELLED 

 

 

June Special Events 
 

Strawberry Festival  Saturday June 27th—Cancelled 

Please remember to send your pledges to the 
attention of Dan Jones, First Church of Christ 
Congregational, PO Box 401, North Conway, 
NH  03860-0401 

Happy Fathers Day!  June 21st 
 
“It doesn’t matter who my father was; 
it matters who I remember he was.” 
 
-Anne Sexton 

Have you changed your address, phone 

number or e-mail address? If so, please 

contact Bonnie in the church office at  

603-356-2324 so that the new directory 

can be kept up to date.  

Moses 
Moses supposes his toeses are roses, 
But Moses supposes erroneously; 
For nobody's toeses are posies of roses 
As Moses supposes his toeses to be. 
 
                                     Anonymous 
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The Least of These… 
 
On Monday, I fielded phone calls from three newer clergy colleagues who are in ministry in  
Massachusetts. Each of them felt pressure from at least a few of their members to “open up!” their 
church buildings to worship and other activities in light of the lifted restrictions announced by the  
governor that morning. Each of them had reached out to their mentors/friends with more experience 
to check their instincts that it isn’t yet time to bring people together for worship again. 
 
 Each of the many voices assured them: Not yet. 
 
Guidance coming from many sources, including state Councils of Churches, state denominational 
conferences, and national church settings, consistently reminds us that part of our calling as Chris-
tians is to care for “the least of these” according to Matthew 25. The text talks specifically about the 
hungry, the thirst, the sick, and those who are imprisoned, but the context of Jesus’ teaching is his 
Jewish understanding of community, which means widows and orphans, those with disabilities, the 
elderly, and anyone else who needs a bit more help to thrive in life. Every pastor and every congrega-
tional leadership team is obligated by faith to consider the whole community as decisions are made 
about when and how to resume activities because “the least of these” count every bit as much as the 
most of these. Risk to one is risk to all in the Body of Christ. 
 
It isn’t as though resuming worship while this virus is still wreaking havoc—or has the potential so to 
do—is going back to “normal” anyway. We know now that singing is a particularly vicious vector if 
someone is shedding the virus. Worship without singing? The same is true for wind and brass instru-
ments, so no flutes, no trumpets, no oboes or bassoons… We’d still have organ and piano; maybe we 
have some violinists or drummers lurking in the wings ready to share? We also know that unison 
reading and prayer can be vectors, though not quite as virulent as singing. How do we do liturgy 
when the voice of the people is muted or silent for the sake of everyone’s safety? And even if we 
don’t sing or speak together, just being together in the same room for an extended period of time can 
be a huge risk, as churches in Arkansas, Texas, and Georgia have discovered to their horror. 
 
     **SIGH** I wish time travel were real. I’d go back to fix this whole worldwide mess. 
 
     During my remaining time with you, I suspect that any worship I do get to lead with a group larger 
than the choir will be outside. We’d still have to think about safety, social distancing, wearing masks, 
etc., and it’s still hypothetical because we still have groups of 10 or fewer as our guidance from the 
state. But perhaps, once or twice in the next two months, we will have the opportunity to gather on the 
same property and wave to each other from our own cars, chairs, or blankets. Because if that’s what 
it takes to care well for both the most of these and the least of these among us, then it’s wise and lov-
ing so to do. 
 
 
Peace and good health, 
—Pastor Ruth 
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The Children’s Page 
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“The View From My Window” 

Another month has passed, and we are plodding through this pandemic. 

 

Life at the Vaughan Food Pantry has been busy, in a socially distanced fashion and in accordance with CDC 

guidelines, filling bags with shelf stable foods and greeting our friends with masks, gloves and Clorox wipes. 

But much to our surprise, we have not experienced the anticipated spike in need for the pantry, not yet…that 

is. The “Stay at Home 2.0” plan is allowing families to receive income while unemployed. We will need to 

wait to see what phase ”3.0” and beyond looks like. 

 

On a brighter note, the owners of Cheese Louise Food Truck have been highly supportive of the Vaughan Food 

Pantry and are donating containers of their delicious Mac & Cheese for us to give to our clients. I would like to 

share with you a statement from one of the owners, Bryce Harrison: 

 

“As a values-based company, a priority for us is giving back to our local community. Working with Vaughan 

Food Pantry to help provide meals to those in need is a great way for us to achieve this goal! With our Mac & 

Cheese, we are hoping to Mac a difference and for every container we sell, we donate one to the Vaughan 

Food Pantry. It is organizations like the Vaughan Food Pantry that are out there making a difference in peo-

ple’s lives on a daily basis and whatever we can do to help them achieve their mission is a win for all of us!” 

 

If one was ever questioning if the mission Vaughan was making an impact on our youth, wonder no more. 

Our youth are becoming our leaders! 

 

Respectfully, 

Jennifer Perkins-Administrator Vaughan Community Service, Inc.  
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Open and Affirming  

– Helen Goss 
 

 During this time of the pandemic I have been fortunate to work in an essential industry and main-
tain my health; so my daily routine has not changed, but what has changed in the world around me.  
Just to use one simple example, I never thought in my wildest dreams that I would glove and mask to 
go to the grocery store and then hide from people you know as you should not linger to greet and cer-
tainly hugs are out! 
 So other than work, the usual household chores, and sometimes too many Zoom meetings, with-
out traditional church I found a huge hole in my routine that needed to be filled.  I am certain there are 
many of you that have found the same thing, especially during these time of “stay-at-home” orders.  I 
have filled that time with doing some “hate projects” that I no longer had an excuse to put off and done 
more reading than usual, especially on those nights when the news has become particularly over-
whelming. 
 Last weekend when I did stop at church to take a moment to sit alone in the sanctuary, I got 
thinking about all our church has been through since 1775.  So I did a little Googling and if the history I 
found is accurate, First Church has survived (9) pandemics back to the Philadelphia Yellow Fever in 
1793.  This means that in the current Coronavirus First Church is experiencing its 10

th
 pandemic.  I find 

that fascinating and it has caused me to want to find out more about how the congregations of those 
years came back together. 
 So I would suggest that during this time we are apart, we all give some thought to not only the 
mechanics of how we will come back together, but how we will have changed when we do.  My hope is 
that we will be more accepting of one another, we will be open to change, and be ready to receive and 
share with Pastor John a united vision for First Church.  This church is on track to survive ten pandem-
ics. It is up to each of us to keep it going strong.  
 

The Same Boat 
 - Vince Amlin 
 
 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the parishioners...but the centurion ordered those who could swim 
to jump overboard first and make for land, and the rest to follow, some on planks and others on pieces 
of the ship.  And so it was that all were bought safely to land.—Acts 27:42-44, excerpted (NRSV) 
 
 Some say we’re all in the same boat during this pandemic.  But as this story from Acts shows, 
even people in the same boat aren’t in the same boat. 
 Some can swim; some can’t.  Some have decision-making power; some don’t.  Some have just 
been saved from death; others are still heading to their executions.  Not the same boat. 
 When I hear my friends Kaji and Donna describe ministry in New York City, where, as I write, al-
most 1 in 400 people has died, I know we’re not in the same boat. 
 When I see that black citizens of Chicago are dying at 6-times the rate of whites, I know. 
 We are not even in the same storm. 
 Paul himself offers a different model of solidarity.  “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep.” 
 Rather than claiming we’re in the same boat, the gospel tells me to find out about my neighbor’s 
boat.  Seek to understand their experience of this storm.  And listen when they tell me what I can never 
understand. 
 It prompts me to ask how we ended up in such different boats.  And do something about it.  And 
not stop until everyone is brought safely to land. 
 
Prayer 
Bring us all safely to land. 
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Yout h  & Fam ily   
 
Pastor Ruth has been focusing on the 23

rd
 Psalm during this time we have been apart and ask-

ing that our youth work on memorizing these familiar phrases that are so much a part of our 
faith tradition.  So when the following appeared in my daily devotion feed today, I felt the need 
to share.  I hope it speaks to you as it did to me. 
 
Exactly 
-Quinn G. Caldwell 
The LORD leads me beside still waters 
They restore my soul. 
They lead me in right paths 
For their name’s sake. 
- Psalm 23:1-3 (NRSV, adapted) 
 
“My son and I hike along, looking for the next flash of color.  Those who knew the way through 
this forest have gone ahead of us, painting blue blazes on the trees to lead us in right paths. 
 
I think of the ancestors who set aside this state forest, the ones who blazed the trail.  What did 
they think we’d be using this for?  Did they know that one day we’d be out here because we had 
nowhere else to go except the living room?  That we’d be walking their path in search of virus 
free air? 
 
What about the ones who built the local library?  What would they say if they knew the building 
was closed, the books inaccessible… but that the library was going strong, doing a rip-roaring 
business restoring people’s souls with books downloaded from the sky? 
 
How about the founders of your church?  What would they say about the still living waters God 
and your pastors are pouring through your screen each week despite the shuttered sanctuary?  
Would they recognize you as their church, worshipping there in your jammies in the living room? 
 
Maybe hiking in the woods to escape lockdown isn’t what the sylvan ancestors envisioned.  
Maybe accessing your library on your phone isn’t what the bookish ancestors planned for. 
Maybe the church on the computer isn’t the kind of thing the charter ancestors would have 
wanted. 
 
Or maybe it is, exactly.” 
 
Prayer 
For the gifts of the ancestors, for the paths they blazed and the institutions they started, and for 
your Spirit, showing us new ways and purposes for using them, thank you. Amen.” 

The funds raised support leadership develop-

ment, new churches, youth ministry, and  

innovation in existing congregations.  This 

offering embodies the wisdom “together we 

grow stronger”.  Envelopes for this offering 

will be in the July newsletter. 
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out 
and about due to physical limitations or fragile  
immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Dudley Hall and family, 
Janet Earnshaw, Audrey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , Don Waite, 
Linda Derse and Joan Santos. 
 
Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, and Marilyn  
Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain Hwy, North Con-
way, 03860. Peg Chisholm is at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 
Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864.  You can send cards to Lynn 
Runne at Bella Point, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the church office 
with prayer concerns for the next month’s issue of The Congregate 
Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to be sent 
for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking of 
you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordinator 
of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home,  
(603) 496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

6/1 Pet er Magg 

6/1 Kat rina Jones 

6/1 Sally Davis 

6/3 Madilyn Put nam 

6/4 Roger Babcock 

6/5 Dana Russian 

6/6 Paul Whet t on 

6/6 Elizabet h Cot e 

6/10 Bret t  Russell 

6/11 Jennifer Terry 

6/15 Margaret t e Light  

6/16 Audrey Vorperian 

6/22 Tanner George 

6/24 Molly Mullins 

6/27 Frank Polak 

6/29 Jill Burrows 

6/30 Chris St rout  

6/6 St eve & Lisa Cot e 

6/6 Ken & Maryann Schiller 

6/17 Robert  & Sharon Seaman 

6/18 St eve & Karen Cameron 

6/18 Robert  & Evelyn Port er 

6/24 Robert  & Sara Becht old 

6/30 Mike & Doris Kirk 

 

 
“We are all faced with a  
series of great opportunities  
brilliantly disguised as  
impossible situations.” 
 

-Chuck Swindoll 

CHURCH DI RECT ORY  

UPDAT E 

Bilo Bell’s new address:: 

PO Box 964 

Jackson, N H 03846 

The second quarter  
Mission contributions are 

dedicated to the White 
Horse  

Addiction Center 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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VAUGHAN STAFF 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 
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Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   
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                                                          Heather Ouellette 
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WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 

Our worship service each week makes it 
YouTube premier at 10:00 on Sunday   
morning on the First Church channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ.  You can 
get direct links to each week's service is 
you like us at www.facebook.com/
firstchurchncnh, and if you sign up for 
our e-mail list at https://us7.list-
manage.com/subscribe?
u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=73312
30504, you'll get weekly ZOOM Coffee 
Hour and Wednesday Night Check-In in-

formation. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ
http://www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh
http://www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=7331230504
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=7331230504
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=7331230504
https://us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75178dd4263ff96f247ef8db4&id=7331230504

