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NEW...But Improved May Be a Stretch.  Thanks, Coronavirus. 
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As I’m writing this on March 24 (because Bonnie gave me dispensation to write 
later, given the circumstances), I’m trying to write worship services with multi-
ple options for delivery through Holy Week. Nobody taught me how to do wor-
ship online in seminary; I don’t recall a single leader talking about the impor-
tance of church websites back then, never mind leading worship to a camera 
with a single microphone, all of it contained on a smart phone with a movie 
app. I’d much rather have you all in the Sanctuary with me!  
 I just want to thank everyone who commented on the March 22 worship 
service that is still available on the new YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ). I learned a lot in 
the process of making that come together, but the best part for me was to have 
Floyd come to play for the service. I couldn’t imagine a service without music! 
Bookmark this channel for future offerings, including the service on March 29. 
Tracy Strout and I debated Facebook versus YouTube; in the end, Tracy made 
a couple of good points that made YouTube the better choice: many people 
prefer to stay away from Facebook, for one, and for YouTube videos you don’t 
have to have a computer or even a table or a smart phone to access it; many 
smart TVs and Blu-Ray/DVD players have a YouTube app and, if you live in 
the right place, your cable box may have the app, as well.  
 My hope, naturally, is that we will be back together on April 5 with a live 
stream option for those who don’t feel it’s safe to be in larger groups. My fear is 
that we won’t be together again for worship until May 3 or even later—I just 
have this gut feeling schools won’t be back in physical session until after April 
vacation week at the end of the month, and I still think that if the professionals 
want that kind of distance to “flatten the curve”, we should be doing our part. I 
just do not know.  
 Here’s what I do know: 1) Unless we’re back on April 5 (Palm Sunday), 
whatever Sunday we first gather again will be a full-on Easter service. At that 
point, we will have a better understanding of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
than any of us have now unless any of you have had a near-death experience. 
2) Unless we’re sheltering in place with a 2-person gathering limit by then, 
Gerry and I are still planning to be out in the park across the street for the sun-
rise service at 7AM even if we can’t gather in the Sanctuary. We’ll just ask  
everybody to stand 6 feet apart and we’ll shout what isn’t congregational 
speaking or singing.  
 If we’re back together, Holy Week includes Palm Sunday with com-
munion on April 5, Maundy Thursday with communion at 7:00PM on April 9, 
and our Ecumenical Good Friday service here at First Church at 6:30PM on 
April 10. Easter worship will include the sunrise service and the 10AM celebra-
tory service. I don’t know about breakfast; it may be safer not to do food at that 
point even if we can worship together.  We’ll know more in a couple of weeks. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4xGhkZ9fG6YvNtYZMf5VmQ
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And then we continue gathering weekly, looking forward to the weekend of May 2-3 when Rev. John Hogue will be 
here as the candidate recommended by the Search Team. That’s Plan A in the revised call to the congregation 
(see page 8.)  Plan A is also in effect if May 3 is our first Sunday back.  
 And then we do what we can safely and wisely. We have Easter on the Sunday we can come back together 
and if that’s after May 3, then Plan B in the revised call to the congregation is what will be implemented for candi-
date weekend. 
 I’ll be honest: I’ve never been a fan of watching worship on TV or online or listening to it on the radio. I feel 
like there’s an element missing when I’m not in the midst of people doing liturgy, which makes sense because lit-
urgy literally means “the work of the people.” But during this strange time in which our super-connected society is 
safer when we’re disconnected physically, the connection to each other in worship, even in a virtual format, is part 
of how we will maintain our mental and emotional health. The added bonus of learning to do this is that a consistent 
online worship presence allows people to join us wherever they are or whenever they can’t be present with us for 
health reasons. Virtual worship will never be better than in-person worship, in my opinion, but as a means of creat-
ing and maintaining community, it’s a great tool to have.  
 So is ZOOM, a video meeting service. We had a small but fun Virtual Coffee Hour on March 22 and I plan to 
have another one on March 29. Watch your e-mail for additional opportunities to gather via ZOOM and please 
know I’m working on making it possible for anyone to join us, whether by computer, tablet, smart phone, cell phone, 
or even a landline. I’ll include links to “how to” videos that I come across, as well. 
 Some of you have heard me say this: this too shall pass. It may feel like a kidney stone as it does, but it 
shall pass. But even as we are in the midst of this pandemic, waiting for the worst to happen and wondering what 
life will be like on the other side, I have placed my trust and my faith in this: we are people of the Resurrection. We 
may feel entombed right now, but there WILL BE an Easter for this situation as sure as there will be Easter on April 
12 (services or not) because our God will raise us up. In the mean time, wash your hands, stay away from people 
as much as you can, pray for everybody on the front lines of this, and keep the faith.  
 Hopefully realistic and realistically hopeful, all in Christ, 

        
 

 
 

—Pastor Ruth  

***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 

WINDHAM CHAMBER SINGERS CONCERT 

CANCELLED 
 We are living through a strange time in all of our lives, and adjustments to events, 

meetings and schedules have had to be made almost daily due to the Coronavirus crisis. 

 In an effort to make sure we are promoting good health by looking out for others as 

well as caring for ourselves, a decision has been made to CANCEL the return of the 

WINDHAM CHAMBER SINGERS CONCERT scheduled to take place on TUESDAY, 

APRIL 14th, at 7:00 pm. Our concern is not only for the performers but will we have an 

audience to enjoy the performance. 

 These are certainly historical times that are challenging but we shall overcome and 

find the good in all things. 

 

Blessings, 

Muriel Magg  
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C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  

HE LIVES 

By Muriel Magg 

 

 We are fortunate to have so many beautiful Easter hymns to sing together, as one body. It doesn’t matter 

if our voices are choir-worthy or a bit off-tune, we know that our God takes great pleasure in hearing our voices 

being raised to Him in worship. 

 My favorite Easter hymn is “He Lives.” As a young girl, I can remember the church being filled with 

Easter lilies and other girls like me decked out in our new, pastel-colored Easter dresses, but more than any-

thing, I recall everyone’s voice being raised to God with hymns of worship, praising Him for sending His Son 

to die for our sins. 

 Can you imagine what the disciples and followers of Jesus must have said as word spread that he was 

not in the tomb? The words “He Lives” seems to be one option that comes to mind. 

 Alfred Ackley (1887-1958) was born in Spring Hill, Pennsylvania. He received his early musical educa-

tion from his father, a Methodist minister, before studying musical composition in New York and at the Royal 

Academy of Music in London, where he became an accomplished cellist and showed great promise as a com-

poser. 

 Alfred’s training didn’t end with music. After completing his musical training, he returned to the states 

to attend Westminster Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey, and was ordained as a Presbyterian min-

ister in 1914. 

 Alfred Ackley had been a minister and music-lover for many years when he wrote “He Lives” in 1933. 

The song is also known by its first line, “I Serve a Risen Savior.” 

 This hymn was inspired by a Jewish student who after an evangelistic meeting challenged Ackley by 

saying, “Why should I worship a dead Jew?” Ackley responded; “He lives! I tell you, He is not dead, but lives 

here and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever before. I can prove it by my own experience, as well 

as by the testimony of countless thousands.” Using scripture, Ackley continued to witness to the young student 

how Jesus was alive and that He came that we might be saved. 

 Ackley’s direct and to the point answer, together with his subsequent successful effort to win the young 

student for Christ, made clear a convincing sermon and the blossoming of the song “He Lives.” 

 Later that night, Rev. Ackley still could not shake the question of that young Jewish student. He turned 

to the passage in Mark that described Christ’s resurrection. The words “He Lives” in the passage stuck out to 

him again and Ackley began to write. In moments, he was at the piano adding music to the words he’d been in-

spired to write. 

 “He Lives “ has many characteristics of the gospel song genre. The refrain carries the central theme, but 

the stanzas identify the main thrust of the song and the music lifts the song to an emotional climax. The mes-

sage is direct and unmistakable. In many gospel songs, the refrain is so important that people know the song by 

the refrain rather than by the opening line of the first stanza. 

 Stanza 1 of “He Lives” gives us hints of Ackley’s debate with 

his young Jewish friend, as well as with the culture at large. Stanza 2 

provides evidence that this living Christ is powerful, leading us through 

“the stormy blasts” of life; that the risen Christ is our hope and “the day 

of His appearing will come at last.” The final stanza urges the wider 

Christian community to lift their voices together and confirm the central 

message of the song. 

 The ultimate confirmation of the song’s central message is not in 

an intellectual argument, but in a heart-felt faith — “He lives within my 

heart.” 

 

EASTER BLESSINGS! 
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Weekly Events 
Food Pantry Hours     Tuesdays Noon. to 1:45 p.m. AND Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Women’s AA Step Group  Mondays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Scouts    Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Chancel Choir    Thursday 5:30 p.m.  - PENDING 
Bell Choir    Thursday 6:45 p.m.  - PENDING 

Monthly Events 
Revolving Closet   Sunday, April 5th 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Sunday, April 19th 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Thursday April 16th 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for adult shopping 

Due to the coronavirus, the Revolving Closet hours are by appointment only 
WIC     Thursday, April 2nd 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  - CANCELLED 
Ecumenical Bible Study  Tuesday, April 7 6:30 p.m.— PENDING 
ONA     NO MEETING  IN APRIL 
Survivors of Suicide   Thursday, April 9th 6:00 p.m.—CANCELLED 
Men’s Breakfast   Friday, April 17th 8:00 a.m. at the Gibson Center—PENDING 
Trustees Meeting   Tuesday, April 21st  2:00 p.m.—PENDING 
Diaconate    Tuesday, April 21st  5:00 p.m.—PENDING 
Music Committee Meeting   TO BE DETERMINED 
Youth & Family Movie Night Friday, April 24th at 5:30 p.m. including Potluck Supper—PENDING 
 

 

April Special Events 
Maundy Thursday Service            Thursday, April 9th 7:00 p.m.—PENDING 
Good Friday Service     Friday, April 10th 6:30 p.m.—PENDING 
Easter Sunrise Service     Sunday, April 12th 7:00 a.m.—PENDING 
Youth & Family Movie Night and Pot Luck  Friday, April 24th 5:30 p.m. —PENDING 

PLEASE DONATE 
In this hour of uncertainty, there is a need to assure that everyone in our community  

receives the help they need. Your donation to Vaughan Community Service, Inc., will help tremen-

dously to feed families in need. Please access 

this link, https://www.vaughannh.org/

fundraisers-giving, to donate securely online 

through PayPal or send a check to VCS at PO 

Box 401, North Conway, NH, 03860. All do-

nations will make a difference in this time for 

our community.  

Thank you! 

--The Vaughan Community Service Board 

https://www.vaughannh.org/fundraisers-giving
https://www.vaughannh.org/fundraisers-giving


 

 

             CANDIDATE WEEKEND 

 

Members and Friends, 
 

Please note that due to the need to cancel Worship services and community gatherings through at least 

March 29th, we have rescheduled the events for Candidate Weekend for Rev. John Hogue.  The new week-

end will be May 2nd and 3rd. 

 

Our intent is for the weekend to be a personal experience for everyone.  We are calling this PLAN A and it will 

be as we anticipated the events on March 28th and 29th to be: 

 

Meet and Greet Reception – Saturday, May 2nd from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the Church Vestry.  There 

will be refreshments and opportunity to meet and speak with Pastor John face to face. 

 

Candidate Sunday – Sunday, May 3rd. 

 Pastor John will lead us in our 10:00 a.m. Service and will be available to speak with at Fellowship in the 

Vestry immediately after the Service. 

 After Fellowship, we will hold a Special Congregational Meeting. At this meeting, all are invited to ask 

questions to Pastor John and the Pastor Search Team. 

 After the Meeting, there will be an Affirmative Calling Vote, which is when Church Members vote on 

whether to affirm or not affirm Pastor John as our Settled Pastor. 

  

Pastor John will be available for private meetings with those who wish for one Saturday morning or early after-

noon.  Please contact Ken Schiller to arrange a private meeting. 

 

If we cannot gather in person, we are making plans for a “virtual candidate weekend”, explained in  Revised 

PLAN B below. 

 

The Pastor Search Team is very excited about Pastor John joining our church!  We have worked very hard 

throughout this process but could not have done so without God’s guidance and your support and prayers. 

In His service, 

Pastor Search Team: 

Lee Coffield, Laurel Ekberg, Julie James, Peter Magg, Ken Schiller, Jenni Terry and Glenna Tibbets. 

First Church of Christ, Congregational, UCC, North Conway New Hampshire  

 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Revised plan for the Congregational Call of Rev. John Hogue as Pastor and Teacher of First Church 

of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ, North Conway, New Hampshire:  
 

PLAN A presumes we are fully or substantially operational in terms of gatherings and have resumed our nor-

mal Sunday morning schedule.  

 

 Proceed with the plans originally designed for March 28-29 on Saturday, May 2, and Sunday, May 3. 

 Pastor John will be available personally one-on-one conversations and for the Meet and Greet on Saturday 

 Pastor John will lead worship on Sunday morning.  

 Recognizing that some members of our community may still be safer in self-isolation, and realizing that 

some members may choose to remain in their “winter quarters” longer due to any travel restrictions or advi-

sories, opportunities for phone and/or video interaction between Pastor John and these members will be coor-

dinated by members of the Search Team.     

C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  
Continued next page 
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C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  

       Five Did [Do] You Know  

                                                                           April 2020 

 

 

 

 

“Five Did [Do] You Know” is a monthly Congregate Tidings insert featuring a few brief thoughts, comments and a 

variety of questions brought to you monthly by the Welcoming Team. 

 

 1.   Helen Keller was the first to do what in the U.S.? 

  

 2.  Where is a rainbow first mentioned in the Bible? 

 

 3.  Other than a covenant, what other spiritual meaning does a rainbow represent? 

 

 4.  Who is Jeff Bauman and what did he have to overcome? 

 

 5.  When was the last pandemic in the U.S.? 

 

Answers. [1] First deaf and blind person to graduate from college [2] Genesis 9 [3] Bridge [4] 2013 Boston Mara-

thon Bombing survivor who lost both legs  [5] 2009 

 Members who are not able to attend the vote in person will be polled in a manner consistent with the intentions of 

the pastoral selection process to allow every voice to be heard.  

 

PLAN B prepares for the possibility that we are fully or substantially limited in the ways that we are safe to gather 

in groups, that we are unable to gather for worship on Sunday mornings, and that Pastor John is not able to be physi-

cally present in North Conway.  

 

 On Saturday, May 2, and Sunday, May 3, a variety of means will be employed to allow members of the  

       congregation to interact with Pastor John. 

 For Saturday, this includes video chats and phone calls for conversation. The Search Team will facilitate      these 

opportunities based on best practices in place at the time, e.g., if groups smaller than 25 are considered safe, there 

may be three or four video chats arranged throughout the day with small groups gathered at the church. 

 For Sunday, Pastor John will provide a sermon by video, whether live-streamed or pre-recorded and provided for 

dissemination to church members. 

 On Sunday, May 3, after the sermon experience, the Pastoral Search Team will be available via video  

conference to answer questions from the congregation. 

 Ballots will be sent by mail to members for return by May 8 (or a date to be determined) and the results of the 

election will be announced on or about May 10.  

Please remember to send your pledges to the attention of Dan Jones, First Church of 

Christ Congregational, PO Box 401, North Conway, NH  03860-0401 
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out 
and about due to physical limitations or fragile  
immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Dudley Hall and family, 
Janet Earnshaw, Audrey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , Don Waite, 
Linda Derse and Joan Santos. 
 
Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cynthia Briggs, and Marilyn  
Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 White Mountain Hwy, North Con-
way, 03860. If you are passing through Ossipee, stop in at Mountain 
View Nursing Home, 93 Water Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864 to see Peg 
Chisholm.  You can visit or send cards to Lynn Runne at Bella Point, 
70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the church office 
with prayer concerns for Sunday or for next month’s issue of The Con-
gregate Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to 
be sent for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking 
of you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordina-
tor of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home,  
(603) 496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

4/3     Jessica Hodgkins 

4/6     Kent Schneider 

4/9     Daniel Nusbaum 

4/11    Linda Derse 

4/12    Dyane Barbour 

4/12    Patsy Perry 

4/14    Emily Eastman 

4/15    Laurel Ekberg 

4/15    Claire Smith 

4/16    Christine Russian 

4/20    Dorothea Seybold 

4/25    Patricia McGrath 

4/30    Brady Boucher 

4/11  James & Dawn Cameron 

“The best and most beautiful things in this 
world cannot be seen or even heard, but 
must be felt with the heart.” 
 
-Helen Keller 

We send our deepest sympathy and 

love to the family of Jeffrey  

Gaudette who passed away on  

February 29th, and to the family of 

Ethel Saunders who passed away 

on March 4th. 

 

Church Directory Update 
Dick Stoneman’s new telephone 

number is 603-452-8253. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CHURCH AND 
VAUGHAN STAFF 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 

Licensed Pastor:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Denise Leighton 

Grounds Keeper:  Ryan Tuttle 

 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 

 

 


