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My friends, I am so excited by the news that the Search Team has  
successfully found a candidate whom they feel is called by God to come 
to serve this congregation and the wider community for many years to 
come. I actually interviewed at one of the churches the candidate* has 
served—it’s a small world in the United Church of Christ—but discerned 
that at the time, I didn’t have the skills to be the pastor there. I learned 
much in my time since that prepared me to be an intentional interim  
generally and specifically to be your Interim Pastor, just as their time as 
Pastor there and elsewhere has prepared them to be your settled pas-
tor. I do not know them personally, but we have colleagues who are mu-
tual friends and I’d like to think our colleagues have good instincts on 
both sides. 
 
In this month of waiting for the candidate to come to introduce themself 
and to lead worship on March 29, you as a congregation have work to 
do. It’s your job to hear from the Search Team why they feel they are the 
right person for the position. It’s your job to listen attentively to how the 
Holy Spirit guided them each step of the way, to be open to the call of 
the Spirit on your heart, and to be ready to see the Spirit leading the 
church to a wise and good decision. It’s also your job to keep on 
“keeping on” with the work of the congregation: missions, outreach, wor-
ship leadership, pitching in wherever you can to make things happen. 
There’s a resurrection unfolding around here and to be fully unbound by 
it, every one of us needs to show up for it! 
 
Between now and March 29, the Reverence for Life building will be  
vacated for renovation. We will be moving older classes of Vaughan 
Learning Center students into the basement of the Sanctuary building 
and younger classes into the new Food Pantry building, which as I write 
is awaiting final inspection and occupancy permits before the licensing 
folks will be in to approve Heather Ouellette’s extensive plans. All of the 
offices—church, Vaughan, and Vaughan Learning Center—are moving 
into the new building, likely before a single classroom moves. I won’t be 
around for the resurrection when everyone moves back into a beautifully 
renewed and restored facility that will serve this entire community for an-
other 50 years or more, but I’m glad I got to be a part of the process to 
make it happen.  

*For this online edition of the Tidings, I am 
using “they/them/their” to be gender-neutral so 
as to protect the privacy of the candidate. 
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This is also the season of Lent, when we are asked to consider what we need to let go of or take on to 
deepen and strengthen our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. The theme for Epiphany and Lent 
this year is “Blessed and Unbound”, with “Blessed” as the focus in Epiphany and “Unbound” as the 
Lenten focus. I invite you to remember all the ways you are blessed and hold those closely as we dis-
cover what it means to be unbound to live for Christ.  
 
March 1 sees us in the wilderness with Jesus after his 40 days of fasting in Matthew 4:1-11. We hear how 
the devil (not here or in Luke named “Satan”) attempts to bind Jesus to selfishness, unfaithfulness, and 
corrupt power and how Jesus faithfully denies the devil his prize, remaining unbound to do the work God 
sent him to earth to do.  
 
On March 8, we listen with Nicodemus in a garden in the dark of night as Jesus begins to explain what it 
means to be unbound to live for Christ. John 3:1-17 provides us an opportunity to examine what “born 
again” means and how, whether we use an ancient or a modern understanding of the term, if we follow 
Jesus Christ and proclaim him Lord and Savior, we are unbound by rebirth in Christ. I’m delighted to  
announce that Julia Edwards will be providing and leading the music that morning while her mother and 
grandfather attend a special event in Massachusetts. Thank you, Julia, and thank you, Anne and Floyd, 
for nurturing her musical gifts to be shared! 
 
On March 15, I’m doing a character monologue based on the story of the unnamed woman at the well in 
John 4. She was unbound from her own sins and those of her community by her encounter with Jesus 
that day and led an entire village to be similarly unbound by the Living Water. Who might encounter Jesus 
at the modern equivalent of the community well? How might she be unbound to live for Christ, and from 
what might her community be unbound to do the same? 
  
I’m not sure yet what my Scripture will be on March 22. I want to find out what the candidate is using on 
March 29 so I don’t duplicate; if they plan to use the Lectionary for March 29, which is the raising of  
Lazarus, then I’ll stick with John 9, the healing of Bartimaeus. If they’re  not using Lazarus, I may do that 
on March 22. It’s nice to be unbound for flexibility…         
   
As we travel this season together, remember that the Gospel story is first and foremost about God’s love 
for each and every one of us. When we have accepted the blessings of that love and been unbound to 
live it out in our everyday lives, we change the world around us. Epiphany is the season of light; Lent is 
the season of love. As Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” We have been learning better how we 
are blessed to be light because God loves us. Let us learn better this season how we are unbound to love 
the world for Christ.  
 

Unbound in Christ’s Love to Serve, 

 

 —Pastor Ruth  
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 As we settle into the season of Lent, our worship takes on a more reflective nature. Lent is a 
time of reflection about our lives, a time of repentance and preparation for the remembrance of 
Christ’s passion - and music meets us in these places in profound ways. A song which reminds us of 
the importance of the cross on which Jesus died at Golgotha is “The Old Rugged Cross” (#30 in the 
red hymnal - Favorite Gospel Hymns). 
 George Bennard (1873-1958) was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the son of a coal miner. When 
George was sixteen, his father died in a mining accident, leaving him as sole support for his mother 
and four sisters. George hoped to become an evangelist, but further education was impossible for 
him, so he too became a miner. 
 Some years later, Bennard moved his mother and sisters to Chicago where he eventually mar-
ried. George and his wife became active in the Salvation Army; in fact they both served as Salvation 
Army officers. Bennard was later ordained as an evangelist for the Methodist Episcopal Church (the 
oldest and largest Methodist denomination in the United States from 1784-1939), and traveled 
throughout the north central United States and Canada conducting services. 
 In the fall of 1913, George Bennard was struggling with a problem that caused him much suffer-
ing. As he wrestled with his problem, Bernard’s mind returned again and again to Christ’s agony on 
the cross. After reading Galatians 6:14, he began meditating on the theme of the cross and was con-
vinced that the cross was not merely a symbol of Christianity, but the very heart of it. The cross in his 
mind was no gilded icon; it was a rough, splintery thing, stained with blood. The theme was so great, it 
needed a song. This realization led him to write “The Old Rugged Cross.” 
 The words, “the old rugged cross,” came into his mind and then the notes of a melody ran 
through his head. Several weeks later, after a period of prayer, the poetry of the verses began to flow 
from his pen almost spontaneously. 
 That song “The Old Rugged Cross” has become one of the most powerful and favorite for 
many, and considered to be the most popular of the twentieth century hymns, selling over 20 million 
copies in the first thirty years. 
 The song depicts the wonderful sacrifice made for 
us by Jesus Christ in His crucifixion. In stanza 1, we have 
a statement of the cross as an instrument of suffering and 
shame. In stanza 2, the cross is an attraction for us be-
cause it was carried by the Lamb of God for us. In stanza 
3, we see a beauty in the cross because on it Jesus died 
to pardon us from our sins. In stanza 4, the cross becomes 
our means of identifying with our Savior and going to be 
with Him. The chorus describes what our reaction to the 
message of the cross should be.  
 “Then I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my 
trophies at last I lay down; I will cling to the old rugged 
cross, And exchange it someday for a crown.” 
 Following the writing of “The Old Rugged Cross,” 
George Bennard ministered another forty years. During 
this time he wrote additional gospel hymns, numbering 
more than 350. None of his subsequent hymns ever re-
ceived the wide public acclaim, which was given to his first 
hymn. 
 George Bennard died October 10, 1958 in Reed City, Michigan, where the local Chamber of 
Commerce erected a cross near his home.  
 

THE OLD RUGGED CROSS 
By Muriel Magg 
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Weekly Events 
Food Pantry Hours     Tuesdays Noon. to 1:45 p.m. AND Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Women’s AA Step Group  Monday 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Scouts    Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir    Thursday 5:30 p.m.  
Bell Choir    Thursday 6:45 p.m.  
New Sunlight Group (AA)  Wednesday & Friday 12:00 Noon 
DaCapo    Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 

Monthly Events 
Revolving Closet   Sunday, March 1st 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Sunday, March 15th 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Thursday, March 19th 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for adult shopping 
WIC     Thursday, March 5th 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
ONA     Monday, March 2nd 6:00 p.m. in the Howard Room 
Survivors of Suicide   Thursday March 12th 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Breakfast   Friday, March 27th 8:00 a.m. at the Gibson Center 
Trustees Meeting   Tuesday, March 17th 2:00 p.m. 
Diaconate    Tuesday, March 17th 5:00 p.m. 
Music Committee Meeting  Sunday, March 22nd after Services 
Youth & Family Bingo Night Friday, March 27th at 5:30 p.m. including Potluck Supper 

 

March Special Events 
Mission Committee Meeting            Sunday, March 8th after Worship Services 
Beethoven Violin & Piano Concert WMMA  Saturday, March 21st 7 p.m. 
St Mary’s Schola Choral Concert WMMA  Sunday, March 22nd  2 p.m. 
New Pastor Meet and Greet    Saturday, March 28th 4p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Candidate Sunday-Service led by Pastor John Sunday, March 29th 
Special Congregational Meeting   Sunday, March 29th after Fellowship 
Affirmative Calling Vote     Sunday, March 29th after Special Meeting 

Fundraiser Announcement 

The Vaughan Learning Center is looking for Raffle items their “Poster Board Fundraiser”.  
They will be selling tickets in March for $20.00 each and the winner wins everything on the board! 
The drawing for the board will take place on April 14th at the Red Parka Pub.  If you have anything 
you would like to donate or if you would like to purchase a ticket,  please call Heather  
Ouellette @ 603-356-5213 or stop by the Learning Center. 
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       Five Did [Do] You Know  

                                                                           March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

“Five Did [Do] You Know” is a monthly Congregate Tidings insert featuring a few brief thoughts, comments and 

a variety of questions brought to you monthly by the Welcoming Team. 

 

 1.   What do the colors in a Rainbow Flag represent? 

  

 2.  Who is Deborah Batts and why is she famous? 

 

 3.  What town has the welcome sign at its border that reads “WELCOME—All Ages, All Genders, All 

 Types, All Abilities, All Religions, All Cultures, All Sizes, All Beliefs, All Colors, All People? 

 

 4.  Who is Candice Storey Lee and why is she a news maker? 

 

 5.  Why does NBC use the Peacock with the six rainbow plumes (colors) as its logo? 

 

Answers. [1] Red for life, Orange for healing, Yellow for sunlight, Green for nature, Blue for serenity, Purple for 

spirit [2] 1st Black faculty member at Fordham Law School and 1st openly gay Federal Judge [3] Gulfport,  

Florida [4] First female African American woman to head an SEC athletics program—Vanderbilt University  

[5] The logo was created to mark the color television broadcasting 

We are looking for extra friendly people who would like be our church's official 

"Welcomers".  When someone new comes to our church to join us for Worship, our  

Ushers would seat them next to a “Welcomer”.  This way, that someone new would feel 

even more welcome!   Please ask Ken Schiller or Pastor Ruth for more details... 

Everyone is invited to join the new Lenten Book and Bible Study hosted by the Clergy 
of the Eastern Slope. The book is "Jesus" by Max Lucado. We will meet on Tuesday 
evenings from March 3-April 7 at Starbucks, 1456 White Mountain Highway, Unit D, 
North Conway (in the same parking lot area as REI and Black Cap Grille). Ques-
tions? Speak with Pastor Ruth. 
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The Children’s Page 
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Youth and Family Night  -  Bingo and Potluck Supper will 
be held on Friday, March 27th at 5:30 p.m.   
 

 

First Church of Christ, Congregational in North Conway 
will be hosting the ecumenical Good Friday service on 
April 10th at 6:30 p.m., more details will follow. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING—”Invest in Futures” 
 Scripture reference 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 tells us we are servants in the service of God, one 
planting, one watering, and God being the one who grows and nurtures it all. 
 When we participate in the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, we provide valuable support.  
Our church reaches people who suffer from emergencies, chronic poverty, and violence worldwide. 
 Among the support we give, water, sanitation and adequate nutrition top the list of resources 
needed.  Assets such as irrigation systems, wells, latrines and wash houses change people’s lives in 
amazing ways.  Clean water and adequate facilities improve health and gives dignity to people at the 
same time. 
 Clean water is also provided to grow better gardens.  A combination of water, seeds, tools, and 
training on modern farming techniques produce a harvest-leaving more money for families to live on.  
Lives are changed when health improves.  Lives are changed when communities thrive. 
 Storms, such as the earthquake and tsunami that devastated the small island of Sulawesi,  
Indonesia (September 2018) destroy everything in their paths!  In Sulawesi, gardens, houses, water 
systems, latrines and livelihoods...all were gone.  Many people could not imagine how they could go 
on.  But with support of One Great Hour of Sharing, 13,000 people now receive clean water.   
 What may seem like a small investment to us, yields amazing results worldwide.  With water, 
sanitation and adequate food, children are more likely to attend school, and women, no longer search-
ing for water, are able to earn money to contribute to their families’ well-being and overall health. 
 Together, we are co-workers in God’s service, planting and watering seeds for God to nurture.  

Offering Date is March 22nd 

     2/19/20 

“I want to thank you for welcoming me as a visitor to your church com-

munity.  I felt very welcomed and cared for. I was warmly embraced by 

the love that forms the backbone of your United Church of Christ.  Your 

beautiful sanctuary presents an image of peace.  I will be back for an-

other visit in the future.” 

     Yours,  

     Mardi Thompson-George 
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        February 26, 2020 

Members and Friends, 
 

It is with great joy that the Pastor Search Team is recommending that a candidate to be-

come our church’s next Settled Pastor! 

The candidate has provided us with a brief Biography that is available in hard copy 

from Bonnie in the church office.  There will be other events that will allow you to get 

to know them better, which are listed below: 

 

Meet and Greet Reception – Saturday, March 28 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the 

Church Vestry.  There will be refreshments and opportunity to meet and speak with  

the candidate face to face. 

Candidate Sunday – Sunday, March 29. 

 The candidate will lead us in our 10:00 a.m. Service and will be available to 

speak with at Fellowship in the Vestry immediately after the Service. 

 After Fellowship, we will hold a Special Congregational Meeting. At this meet-

ing, all are invited to ask questions to the candidate and the Pastor Search Team. 

 After the Meeting, there will be an Affirmative Calling Vote, which is when 

Church Members vote on whether to affirm or not affirm the candidate as our 

Settled Pastor. 

The candidate will be available for private meetings with those who wish for one Satur-

day morning or early afternoon.  Please contact Ken Schiller to arrange a private meet-

ing. 

The Pastor Search Team is very excited about this candidate joining our church!  We 

have worked very hard throughout this process but could not have done so without 

God’s guidance and your support and prayers. 

In His service, 

 

Pastor Search Team: 

 

Lee Coffield, Laurel Ekberg, Julie James, Peter Magg, Ken Schiller, Jenni Terry and 

Glenna Tibbets. 

 

First Church of Christ, Congregational, UCC, North Conway New Hampshire  
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I S S U E  3   WINDHAM CHAMBER SINGERS COMING TO 

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, CONGREGATIONAL 

WEDNESDAY 

APRIL 11, 2018 - 7:00 PM 

A FREEWILL OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN 

 All members and friends of First Church Of Christ, Congregational and friends of the community 
are invited and encouraged to attend an unforgettable evening of music presented by the award winning 
Windham Chamber Singers. 

 The Windham Chamber Singers under the direction of Dr. Richard Nickerson, have captured the 
hearts of audiences throughout the Northeastern United States and beyond with music ranging from sa-
cred acappella to iconic rock sounds. 

 As part of their upcoming Spring Tour to Montreal, the Windham Chamber Singers will appear in 
concert here at First Church Of Christ, Congregational. The choir first gained international attention in 
1996 when they won the Prize of Vienna, the highest award of the International Youth Music Festival In 
Vienna, Austria. Since then, they have thrilled audiences throughout the Northeastern United States, 
appearing at Carnegie Hall, the White House, and St Patrick’s Cathedral to name just a few. 

 They have appeared in concert with artists including John Rutter, Josh Groban, Jodi Benson, 
Lakisha Jones and numerous times as special guests of the Portland Symphony Orchestra in Portland, 
Maine. 

 This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Windham Chamber Singers.  Mark your calendars 
now and plan on attending an evening of music I’m certain you will thoroughly enjoy. 

 For additional information speak to Muriel Magg. 

C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out 
and about due to physical limitations or fragile  
immune systems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Dudley Hall, Janet Earn-
shaw, Audrey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , Don Waite, Linda Derse 
and Joan Santos. 
 
Jeff Gaudette is at Mineral Springs Care Facility,  1251 White Moun-
tain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, 
Cynthia Briggs, and Marilyn Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 
White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. If you are passing 
through Ossipee, stop in at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 Water 
Village Rd., Ossipee, 03864 to see Peg Chisholm.  You can visit or 
send cards to Lynn Runne at Bella Point, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, 
ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the church office 
with prayer concerns for Sunday or for next month’s issue of The Con-
gregate Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to 
be sent for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking 
of you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordina-
tor of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home,  
(603) 496-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

3/1 Jeanne Twehous 

3/4 Peter Stone 

3/4 Kelly Jordan-Kelley 

3/9 Ken Schiller 

3/11 Kelsey MacMillan 

3/12 Frances Richardson 

3/13 Jacqueline Howe 

3/14 Joshua Leighton 

3/15 Elizabeth Howland 

3/15 Karen Davenport 

3/16 Robert Upton II 

3/16 Kaylee Marie Garland 

3/17 Margaret Perkins 

3/19 Ryan Garrette 

3/19 Maureen Garrette 

3/20 Mona Ames 

3/28 Lee Cornish 

3/29 Tegan Jones 

3/29 Janet Earnshaw 

3/31 Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver 

3/26  Roger & Karla Garland 

“Time is too slow for those who wait, too 
swift for those who fear, too long for those 
who grieve, too short for those who rejoice, 
but for those who love-time is eternity.” 
 
-Sculptor and poet Henry Van Dyke 

We send our deepest sympathy with love 

to the family of Marge Hall, who passed 

away peacefully with family surrounding 

her on February 22nd.  Her husband 

Dudley remains with their son Dudley Jr. 

and daughter-in-law Sue.  Cards can be 

sent to The Hall Family, 33 Marshall 

Street, Norfolk, MA 02056. 

 

We also continue to hold the family of 

Harriet Goodwin in our prayers.   

Arrangements for the celebration of  her 

life are forthcoming in late spring. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 

Licensed Pastor:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Denise Leighton 

Grounds Keeper:  Ryan Tuttle 

 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings   
MARCH 8TH 


