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The Greatest of These is Love 

Continued next page 

What with Valentine’s Day at the center of the month of February, I 
thought it would be good to look at the many ways we are called to love 
one another in Scripture this month. Though February 14 is generally 
reserved for romantic love, other kinds of love are just as, if not more, 
important to human flourishing…and Christians are among the people 
God has called to demonstrate the power of all kinds of love to make a 
difference in the world. 
 
I’ve seen verses from Leviticus being thrown around like weapons a lot 
in recent years. How incredibly unloving to look at someone with a plate 
full of shrimp, a lobster tail, and bacon-wrapped scallops and say, “You 
are committing abominable acts!” (Leviticus 11) Even the most obser-
vant Orthodox Jews I know refrain from commenting on the dietary 
choices of other people who aren’t also Orthodox Jews in their own 
community because to do so is unloving. They take seriously the notion 
that they are to “reprove” their neighbors out of love but they define very 
carefully which neighbors they have the right to reprove and which they 
are to love and care for even if their practices and beliefs are different. 
When my Orthodox friends parse Leviticus 19:17-18, they do so under-
standing that not everyone lives by the same small “v” values but that 
there are some capital “V” Values that apply to the whole of humanity 
with whom they share the planet: “You shall not hate in your heart any-
one of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt 
yourself. [shared values] You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself 
[shared Values]: I am the LORD.” Living together on the same planet re-
quires what many Biblical scholars and philosophers call “filial” love, 
from “philos”, or brotherly/sisterly love. It’s the kind of love from which 
Philadelphia takes its name, even if Eagles’ fans aren’t particularly 
known for brotherly love of fans of other football teams. 
 
Would that everyone be able to make such distinctions about how to 
love one another! The world would indeed be a better place. 

 
Christians are called to an even more powerful form of love, “agape”. 
This is often described as God-like love that delights in the loved one 
with benevolence and goodwill. I think of this as the kind of love God in-
tended in Genesis 1:31 when God declares all that has been created 
“very good.” Lady Wisdom similarly speaks of this kind of love in Prov-
erbs 8:31 when she speaks of “rejoicing” in God’s creation and 
“delighting” in the human race. 
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The Apostle Paul was quick to say, after his conversion experience, that the “values” of the Torah were 
not to be enforced upon Gentile believers. He did, however, maintain and amplify the “Values” of the To-
rah for all believers, Jewish and Gentile. He first did this in one of his earliest letters by erasing any strati-
fication in the community. All are equal in the Christian community, Paul wrote in what is now Galatians 
3:28; it is Gentile and Jew, slave and free person, male and female, he says. I think if Paul were writing 
now, his list of those who are equal before God would be much longer and include old and young, mar-
ried and single, families with children and those without children, straight or gay, dark skin and light skin, 
poor and rich, native-born or foreign-born, academically educated or vocationally educated, disabled in 
any way or able-bodied in every way…Paul’s list was radically inclusive and boundary breaking for his 
day and there’s no reason to think his list would be any less so today for who has equal status in Chris-
tian community as believers.  
 
In a letter written as many as 15 years later to the church at Corinth, Paul addresses issues of inequality 
head-on. 1 Corinthians 12 is a corrective to the church leaders and the congregation as a whole which 
had apparently been raising up people with certain gifts and talents given by the Holy Spirit over other 
people with different gifts and talents also given by the Holy Spirit. The long analogy about the functioning 
of the human body points out that the whole body is important to proper functioning.  Paul then goes on to 
say that all the gifts and talents given by the Holy Spirit are important for the proper functioning of the 
congregation and, by extension, the whole Church in the world. This is the background for 1 Corinthians 
13, which by rights should be 1 Corinthians 12:32-47 rather than its own chapter (how we know scribes, 
not scholars, divided the Bible into chapters and later into verses). It is agape, love that delights in the be-
loved, that allows for the thriving of gifts of the Holy Spirit in a congregation, Paul says, and without such 
delighted love, all gifts are useless (1 Corinthians 13:1-3).  
 

How does one describe such delighted love? The list in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 is very good: “Love is pa-
tient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 
Love never ends.” (I could write an entire column about how 13:7, in conjunction with Ephesians 5:22-24, 
has been badly misused to keep women and children in abusive relationships, so we needs must be cau-
tious!) When not applied to romantic relationships but to community relationships, what does this mean?  

 
Agape is patient and kind. When we have conflict in church—which is inevitable because churches are 
organizations made up of human beings—how do we put patience and kindness ahead of our aggrava-
tion with each other? Listening to one another with open hearts and minds is one key way to elevate 
agape over conflict. Recognizing that people on the other side (or sides, as conflict is often not just 2-
sided) come from a place of concern and care about others is important. Willingness to keep listening and 
keep talking in depth, to set aside fear of change, to hear how God may in fact be doing a new thing to 
help the whole community better share God’s love or build relationships or use the gifts that are available 
in the congregation—all are ways to lift agape over conflict. 
          Continued Next Page 

Bag lunches for Annual Meeting will once again be available from the Missions  
Committee for a suggested donation of $8.00.  Choices are chicken salad, egg salad or 

tuna salad.  Sign up in the Vestry or email Trina Jones, patras@twc.com by February 13th.  
Proceeds benefit the Mission General Fund. 
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“Agape is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. Agape does not insist on its own way; it is not irri-
table or resentful…” Oh, this one is HARD. I really don’t like when others “win” and I can hold grudges 
with the best of them. I like to be right, I like to win arguments and conflict, and nothing feels better at 
certain times than to rub the noses of losers in the dirt. But nothing in that list of my behaviors accom-
plishes anything. Agape asks me to be humble, “win” or “lose.” In actuality, I think agape asks us to set 
aside notions of winning and losing to follow the Holy Spirit. It may be that what I believe is exactly where 
the Spirit leads, but that’s the Holy Spirit, not me, and agape means I have no right to rub anyone’s nose 
in success just as if the Holy Spirit leads somewhere other than what I believe, no one has the right to 
rub my nose in success.  
 
“Agape does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.” Even when the truth hurts! I consider 
this to be the hinge on which all theology questions hang. Personally, I can’t hang on to any dogmatic 
belief that is harmful to another person simply because of how that person is made by God. Theology 
that says a disability makes a person less capable of contributing to the good of a community is harmful 
to anyone who fits that category; if our actions as a community reflect a belief that disabled people can’t 
or shouldn’t participate in the community, even by accident, then we have to face (and rejoice) in that un-
pleasant truth and fix it to the best of our ability. Theology that demeans women, discriminates based on 
economic status, or otherwise casts people as unequal (see Galatians 3:28) is wrong and we should 
work to eliminate such beliefs as part of our efforts to be more loving according to the ways of agape.  
 
“Agape bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Agape never ends.” Here 
is where agape most reflects God’s love for us. To use a colloquialism, human beings suck. But right at 
the very beginning, remember, God created us and then called all of creation “very good.” This is not a 
God who is going to wander away from us or stop caring when we prove to be very, well, human, rather 
than divinely good. God even came to earth as a human being to show us how divinely good we are! 
And we still missed the point. Think about all that God has endured through human history: the crucifix-
ion could easily have been the final straw, but even since then, think of the wars and murders in God’s 
name, theological abominations of all kinds (I do NOT mean other religions here; I mean the things we 
human beings have invented to justify our own bad behavior through time), the ruination of creation be-
cause we’re all going to be raptured anyway…and yet God is still here, loving us just as much now as 
then. God has hope for us despite ourselves because God believes in us and in our ability, eventually, to 
use that image of God within each of us to build the realm of God on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Unlike prophesies and knowledge, agape will remain for all eternity because agape is of and from God. 
Agape—love that delights in the beloved—is greater even than faith and hope. Agape is how we change 
the world. When we act with agape, we need not wonder if we are acting as God wants. We are acting 
as God’s agents in the world. 
 
I can’t think of a better Valentine for the world right now than that! 
 
With love never-ending, 
 
—Pastor Ruth  
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Weekly Events 
Food Pantry Hours     Tuesdays Noon. to 1:45 p.m. AND Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Women’s AA Step Group  Monday 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Scouts    Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir    Thursday 5:30 p.m.  
Bell Choir    Thursday 6:45 p.m. ( 
New Sunlight Group (AA)  Wednesday & Friday 12:00 Noon 
Weekly Bible Study   Tuesdays 9:00 a.m., in the Howard Room , through February 25th 

Monthly Events 
Revolving Closet   Sunday, February 2nd 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Sunday, February 16th 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for teen shopping 
     Thursday, February 20th 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for adult shopping 
WIC     Thursday, February 6th 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
ONA     Monday, February 3rd 6:00 p.m. in the Howard Room 
Survivors of Suicide   Thursday February 13th 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Breakfast   Friday, February 21st 8:00 a.m. 
Trustees Meeting   Tuesday, February 18th 2:00 p.m. 
Diaconate    Tuesday, February 18th 5:00 p.m. 

 

Fundraiser Announcement 

Vaughan Learning Center   -  We’re raising money for Classroom Supplies  

It’s time for you, your friends, and your family to stock up with Little Caesars Pizza Kits!  Have them 
on hand for quick dinners, parties or entertaining!  We are asking that everyone sells 2 Kits to help us 
reach our goal. 
How:  Fill out the top portion of your order form with your name and your preferred contact phone 

number (cell phone numbers preferred). Collect payment at the time you take orders. We may 
accept CASH ONLY 

You may also order and pay online by credit card:    
           Go to www.PizzaKit.com — Go to Products then click on Shop 

Select Ship My Order to the Group (All Kits ordered online are delivered to the organization 
on delivery day.) 

When:  Fundraiser start date:  First Week in February Our Fundraiser ID # is 380570  
  Order form and payment due: February 21

 
 (Late orders will NOT be accepted.) 

  Week of Pizza Kit Pickup: March 9
th
  

Where: Pickup will be at: The Center 
  Please pick up your Pizza Kits as soon as possible as we do not have onsite storage. 

 We are not responsible for orders that are not picked up on delivery day. 
Volunteers Needed!   

We’ll also need several helpers on the day of delivery to help sort orders.  Please call or email 
for details. 

Chairperson Name: Heather Ouellette   Phone: 603-356-5213  Email:Heather@VaughanNH.com 

http://www.PizzaKit.com
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       Five Did [Do] You Know  

                                                                           February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

“Five Did [Do] You Know” is a monthly Congregate Tidings insert featuring a few brief thoughts, comments and 

a variety of questions brought to you monthly by the Welcoming Team. 

 

 1.   How many colors in the original LGBT Rainbow Flag? 

  

 2.  The rainbow is an important symbol in what best selling book? 

 

 3.  What major television channel pulled an ad featuring a lesbian kiss? 

 

 4.  Who said: “The greatest discovery of all time is that a person can change their future by merely  

 changing their attitude.”? 

 

 5.  What national card maker has over 80 cards for LGBT community?  Including drag queen and Gay 

 Father’s Day cards? 

 

Answers. [1] Eight [2] Holy Bible, representing the promise of peace from God to Noah [3] Hallmark Channel

[4] Oprah Winfrey [5] Hallmark Cards 

February Special Events 
Music Committee Meeting         Sunday, February 2nd after Worship Services 
Pequawket Foundation          Thursday, February 13th 3:00 p.m. in the Vestry 
Church Annual Meeting         Sunday, February 16th after Worship Services 
Rotary            Thursday, February 20th 7:00 a.m. in the Vestry 
Prepared To Serve          Saturday, February 22nd at Pembroke Academy 
 

We are looking for extra friendly people who would like be our church's official 

"Welcomers".  When someone new comes to our church to join us for Worship, our  

Ushers would seat them next to a Welcomer.  This way, that someone new would feel even 

more welcome!   Please ask Ken Schiller or Pastor Ruth for more details... 

 We are also looking for raffle prizes for another fundraiser in 
March.  If you have anything you would like to donate please call 
Heather @ 603-356-5213 Heather Ouellette or stop by the Learning 
Center 
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Youth and Family Night  Movie and Potluck Supper , 

Friday, February 28th starting at 5:30 p.m.  Movie  

details to follow!  

 

The Children’s Page 
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PREPARED TO SERVE is Saturday, February 22, at Pembroke Academy and YOU have a place 

waiting for you! There is something for everyone at PTS, the premier annual church education 

event of the New Hampshire Conference. From the continental breakfast to lunch and from open-

ing worship through workshops (you can take up to four!), you’ll have a chance to talk with lay 

leaders from churches all across the state. Share ideas, get ideas, discover how much of what’s 

happening here is or has happened in other churches (and how they’ve survived and thrived!), and 

make new friends along the way. Registration is $40; the church can assist with this cost so that 

everyone can attend. Pastor Ruth can help you register after church (please bring a credit or debit 

card); you can register online at the links here: https://www.nhcucc.org/caring-for-congregations/

prepared-to-serve; or if you’d like cost assistance, e-mail or call Pastor Ruth during the week. 

Registration closes February 12th. A carpool will leave for Pembroke that Saturday morning—stay 

tuned for details!  

    *Dear Rev. Dr. Shaver, Pastor Gerry Tilton, Helen, Tina, Lee, Penny and other “Church Mice”         
whom I may have missed, A huge thank you from my son Richard and me, for allowing us the use of 
your lovely sanctuary for my husband, Howard’s services last Friday afternoon,  It couldn’t have been 
a more beautiful setting.  I was overwhelmed by the number of people who came and was so grateful 
we decided to move the services to a larger space.  I have been in your Church many, many times 
over my lifetime of almost 80 years, so I felt very comfortable there.  Having such a large fellowship 
area was also a big plus. 
 
    I shall carry memories of the service in First Church always.   
Everyone was so kind and helpful. 
 
                          Bless you all, 
                          Susanna West 
 
 

* Reproduced from Mrs. West’s thank you card 

 

The ecumenical Ash Wednesday service hosted by the Clergy of the 

Eastern Slope will be held at Jackson Community Church on 

Wednesday, February 26th at 6:30 p.m.  All are invited to participate 

in this ritual that marks the beginning of the Lenten Season. 

 

First Church will be hosting the ecumenical Good Friday service on 

April 10th at 6:30 p.m., more details will follow. 

https://www.nhcucc.org/caring-for-congregations/prepared-to-serve
https://www.nhcucc.org/caring-for-congregations/prepared-to-serve
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AMAZING WAYS MUSIC CAN BENEFIT YOUR HEALTH 

By Muriel Magg 
 

 Music is the special gift that keeps on giving. Music is good for the spirit. From the lulla-

bies we sing to quiet fussy babies to the tunes of old played in Alzheimer’s Care communities, 

music has the power to heal, calm, inspire and energize. Music is a fundamental attribute of the 

human species. Virtually all cultures, from the most primitive to the most advanced, make music. 

It’s been true through history, and it’s true throughout an individual’s lifespan. In tune or not, we 

humans sing and hum; in time or not, we clap and sway; in step or not, we dance and bounce. 

 Isn’t it interesting how hearing a particular song can bring back a special memory, make 

you feel happy, calm or pumped up? Our brains actually have different pathways for processing 

different parts of music including pitch, melody, rhythm, and tempo. Fast music can actually in-

crease your heart rate, breathing, and blood pressure, while slower music tends to have the oppo-

site effect. Is this a biological accident, or does it serve a purpose? 

 We often do not link music and health in the same thought, yet some studies suggest that we 

owe the quality of our physical, intellectual, emotional and spiritual health to music. From those 

suffering from chronic illnesses, anxiety, or just everyday stress, music has a way of bringing joy, 

positivity, and relaxation back into our lives. 

 Music can make us feel good and be better human beings. Listening or performing music 

that brings us pleasure causes the release of endorphins to stimulate our sense of well-being. Mu-

sic is key in enlivening Alzheimer’s patients by re-awakening a memory patch in them. Playing or 

singing music uses the body and the brain in ways different from many other activities. Educators 

have long supported using music in the early stages of a child’s development, and many condemn 

the reduction or elimination of music programs in schools as a loss in important development and 

skills-building. Most interestingly, people who participate in singing and musical ensembles im-

prove their teamwork abilities and were in better overall health. 

 Few of us need no reminders of how music can heal. While we can turn to scripture to find 

strength and comfort, musical settings of scripture go even farther in helping us endure illness and 

recovery, either in ourselves or in our loved ones by conveying hope and wholeness to everyone 

involved. 

 Think about the role of music in your life. Consider ways in which music enriched your 

life, whether in church, school, on your iPod, MP3 player, or however you take your music, and 

offer thanks to God for the special gift that keeps on giving.   
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 One of the most important things for the human soul 

is to feel known. At First Church of Christ we work to 

make this happen. The greeters welcome and provide name 

tags. Refreshments and conversation after worship reflect 

we are a friendly, welcoming, hospitable congregation. We 

share joys and concerns, and just as Jesus’s disciples, we 

share bread together at communion and church suppers. 

These are just a few ways that we grow in our knowledge 

of one another. Another way is through our Church Family 

Pictorial Directory. 

 The completion and distribution of our new updated 

Pictorial Directory will help us keep in touch with our 

members and friends and serve as a quick reference with 

updated contact information of each individual/family who 

participated. 

 It is my hope that as you look through the pages of 

your new directory you will study the photos, work on putting names with faces and notice people 

you both love and will be praying for. This will only help to enhance our church family fellowship. 

 Heartfelt thanks go out to those who were instrumental in seeing the directory finally 

come to fruition after a number of setbacks. Special thanks to Mark Porter and Porter Office Ma-

chines for printing and binding the directories at no cost to the church. 

 Remember, the directory is not just a “photo gallery,” it’s a Picture of the Family of God. 

 

Muriel Magg 

**Please inform Bonnie in the church office of any changes to your entry in the directory.  

 

THE PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!!!  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

By Karen Umberger 
It is hard to believe we are already into February. How time flies for us older adults. However, 

Sandy and I get to be young at heart every Sunday working with the children. We started our study 

of the “Beatitudes” with learning how to be fishermen and found Simon, Andrew, John and James 

fishing in the Sea of Galilea and Jesus asked if they wanted to become fishers of men. They agreed 

to follow Jesus. We then learned what it means to follow Jesus as well as a recipe and made no 

bake cookies for the congregation. A little on the sweet side, but oh so good as we learned to fol-

low Jesus. We also are looking at how Jesus’ teachings change our hearts for good. God Blesses 

those who are Poor, God Blesses Those who are Sad, God Blesses those who are Gentle and Kind, 

God Blesses those who are Fair. Come join us for our travel through the Beatitudes.   
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Let us remember those who are not able to be out and 
about due to physical limitations or fragile immune sys-
tems.  
 
Those with ongoing health concerns include Marge and Dudley Hall, 
Janet Earnshaw, Linda Derse, Audrey Vorperian, Arthur DeRosa , 
Don Waite and Joan Santos. 
 
Peg Chisholm and Jeff Gaudette are at Mineral Springs Care Facil-
ity., 1251 White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. Carol Stone-
man is at Maine Medical.  Agnes Birch, Liz George-Hussey, Cyn-
thia Briggs, and Marilyn Elliot are at Merriman House, 3073 White 
Mountain Hwy, North Conway, 03860. If you’re passing through Os-
sipee, stop in at Mountain View Nursing Home, 93 Water Village Rd., 
Ossipee, 03864, to see Harriet Goodwin.  Harriet also likes to receive 
phone calls at 603-297-4699.  You can visit or send cards to Lynn 
Runne at Bella Point, 70 Fairview Dr., Fryeburg, ME 04037.  
 
Please contact Bonnie Tryder or Pastor Ruth in the church office 
with prayer concerns for Sunday or for next month’s issue of The Con-
gregate Tidings. You are welcome to ask for church greeting cards to 
be sent for celebrations, illness/recovery, grief, and general “thinking 
of you”/“pick me up” notes by contacting Evelyn Porter, the Coordina-
tor of the Diaconate’s Ministry of Greeting. Call her at home, (603) 496
-2314, or by e-mail at hambru35@yahoo.com. 

1/2     Robert Smith 

2/1     Heidi Root 

2/1     Patricia Cates 

2/2     Maryann Schiller 

2/4     Bonnie Tryder 

2/5     Jean Hill 

2/8     Doris Kirk 

2/10    Susanne Lowd 

2/11    Joshua Donabedian 

2/12    Richard Altenbern 

2/13    Dale Hamilton 

2/15    Kathryn Strout 

2/17    Ann Phair 

2/22    Denise Leighton 

2/25    Donald Eckberg 

2/25    Peg Chisholm 

2/26    Novhina Barbour 

2/27    Don Newton 

1/1     Brett & Cindy Russell 

2/4     Don & Betty Newton 

2/11   Mike & Karen Davenport 

The picture on the facing page 

is a visual representation of the 

Bylaw changes that have been 

proposed for adoption at the 

Annual Meeting on February 

16th.  The goal of this work is to 

reduce the number of elected 

positions and to allow people 

more flexibility in the ways and 

the times that they serve God in 

and with this community. 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Frances Ross who 

passed away on January 16th. You may read about her life in the  

tribute her family provided for her obituary in the Conway Daily Sun.  

The family will announce service arrangements in the spring. The  

address to send sympathy cards is: Keith Ross, 26 Blackbear Road,  

Tamworth, NH 03886 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CHURCH AND 
VAUGHAN STAFF 

Interim Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver 

Licensed Pastor:  Gerry Tilton 

Organist:  Floyd W. Corson 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                               Anne W. Polak 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper:  Bonnie Tryder  

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins 

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                          Heather Ouellette 

Vaughan Bookkeeper:  Denise Leighton 

Grounds Keeper:  Ryan Tuttle 

 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB 

firstchurchnc.com 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School  

10 A.M. 

Church Office and Vaughan Office (603)356-2324 

E-mail address:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 

FAX Line number is:  356-7104 (24 hrs. a day) 

firstchurchnc.com 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 

 

 CALL TO ANNUAL         
MEETING  You are 
hereby notified that the 
Annual Meeting of the 
First Church of Christ, 
Congregational, United 

Church of Christ, 2521 White Moun-
tain Highway, North Conway, NH will 
be held on Sunday, February 16, 
2020 as soon after Church  
Worship services as reasonable. 
 

NEW FOOD PANTRY 

HOURS 
Tuesdays Noon – 1:45 pm 

Thursdays 1:00 pm – 2:45 pm 


