
October 25, 2020 
First Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ 

North Conway, New Hampshire 
CCLI # 2929798 and #20547245  

 
Spiritual Quote of the week-   “In essentials, unity; in differences, liberty; in all things, charity.” 

Attributed to Philipp Melanchthon (1497-1560), reformer and theologian. This is also the moral fabric of 

the Evangelical German side of the UCC. 

Welcome 

Prelude          ‘Highland Cathedral’          The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards        

Call to Worship:          Pastor John   
L: Be still! 
P: We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness. 
L: Be still and know . . . 
P: we come to discern the Word that can set us free. 
L: Be still and know that God is . . . 
P: our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer. 
 

Choir Introit 

Hymn – #439    ‘A Mighty Fortress is Our God’ 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 
and he must win the battle. 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 



4 That Word above all earthly powers 
no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever!  
 

Call to Reconciliation                                 Pastor Gerry 

We can no longer flatter ourselves about how good we are. We do not need to make grandstand 
plays to get God's attention. We only need to confess our lives, as God makes good on the 
promises of grace and mercy. Join me as we ask God to reform us into God's children, praying 
together, 
 

Prayer of Confession    (Prayer is from Martin Luther -Reformer)            Pastor Gerry 

Waken our hearts, O God; make them ever watchful to serve You and Your purposes. Trouble us 

with the smallness of our vision and work. Trouble us with the greatness of Your command to 

make disciples of all nations. Trouble us with Your great love for sinners and our own slowness 

to make You our greatest love. Trouble us with the brevity of our lives and time, talent, and 

treasure not invested in eternity. Comfort us by drawing us to Yourself with the cords of Your 

unfailing mercy. Comfort us, O Lord, with the assurance of our salvation and unending glory with 

You when we suffer and are afflicted. Rekindle in us a renewed desire for the coming of Your 

glorious kingdom when all wrongs will be made right, when everything that is broken will be 

made whole, and when we will trade a cross for a crown.  Amen. 

Moment of Silence 
 
DAZZLING BOUQUET -Time for Children- Message: Tartans and Reformation 

1. Come here, all you six foot gladiolas. 
Come all you purple lilacs shining bright. 
Come let us all bloom together in one garden: 
A carnival of fragrance and delight. (Refrain) 

Mine is the church where everybody’s welcome. 

I know it’s true ’cause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of every kind of flower. 

Jump in the vase, ’cause we’ve got space for more. 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer    Pastor Gerry 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

Choir Response 

Reflection of Poem 

Anthem      ‘Lord, My God, a Wonder Fills My Heart and Soul’         W. A. Mozart  (1756-1792)                                          



Scripture Readings: Matthew 22:34-46 

34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they met 
together. 35 One of them, a legal expert, tested him. 36 “Teacher, what is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” 

37 He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being,[a] and 
with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like 
it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend 
on these two commands.” 

Question about David’s son 

41 Now as the Pharisees were gathering, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose son is he?” 

“David’s son,” they replied. 

43 He said, “Then how is it that David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, called him Lord when he 
said, 44 The Lord said to my lord, ‘Sit at my right side until I turn your enemies into your 
footstool’?[c] 45 If David calls him Lord, how can he be David’s son?” 46 Nobody was able to 
answer him. And from that day forward nobody dared to ask him anything. 

John 8:31-36   Common English Bible 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful 
to my teaching. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

33 They responded, “We are Abraham’s children; we’ve never been anyone’s slaves. How can 
you say that we will be set free?” 

34 Jesus answered, “I assure you that everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 A slave isn’t a 
permanent member of the household, but a son is. 36 Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you 
really will be free. 

Sermon:            ‘The Ethics of Freedom”        Rev. John Hogue 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering        Pastor John  

May our gifts offer faith as well as food, hope as well as housing, joy as well as justice, to those who 
struggle all around us.  This we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen. 

Doxology 

Hymn:    ‘Amazing Grace’                The King’s Own Scottish Borderers Military Band 

(Listen to the bagpipe intro and then sing two verses and bagpiper will conclude the Hymn in a solo) 

Bagpipe Intro 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found 

Was blind, but now I see. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come. 
'Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far 
And Grace will lead me home. 
 
Bagpipe Solo Conclusion 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A34-46&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23907a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A34-46&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23909b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A34-46&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23914c


Benediction                Pastor John 

L: Knowing that God sends us forth, 
P: we will not be still, but speak of hope. 
L: Knowing that Jesus is with us, 
P: we will not be still, but will challenge injustice. 
L: Knowing that the Spirit strengthens us, 
P: we will not be still, but seek peace for all. 
 

Benediction Response ‘May God’s Blessings’  

Postlude:      Improvisation on the Reformation Hymn ‘Built on the Rock, the Church Still Stands’ 

        (Melody by L.M. Lindeman)  (Improvisation by F. W. Corson) 

 
           

Announcements 

Worship with us at First Church of Christ, Congregational, United Church of Christ, North Conway, New 

Hampshire, for the twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Ordinary Time October 25, 2020. We invite you 

to subscribe to our YouTube Channel, First Church Congregational to sign up.  

Evelyn Porter has been designated as The Coordinator of the Diaconates’ Ministry of Greeting.  If you 

would like Evelyn to send a card from the church to someone who is ill, grieving, celebrating, or who just 

needs a “pick-me-up” note, please call her at home at 603-496-2314 or send her an email at 

hambru35@yahoo.com. 

Please consider a donation to support our missions and ministries: First Church of Christ Congregational, 

PO Box 401, North Conway, NH 03860. The Fourth quarter mission donation is dedicated to the Giving 

Ladder.   The 4th quarter UCC Special Mission offering is dedicated to Neighbors in Need.  You may also 

support Vaughan Community Service, Inc., online at www.vaughannh.com or by check to VCS, PO Box 

401, North Conway, NH 03860. 

 Pastor John Updates  Pastor John’s new church email account is pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com.   He 

will have office hours Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 A.M. until Noon, and his days off are Friday and 

Saturday, unless there is an emergency.  

Stay tuned as we plan and develop our Sunday School Program.  We have a hybrid and in-

person Sunday school model in place.  Each week we will have a Sunday school lesson 

packet.  Parents can pick them up and we will follow up via Zoom or in person. 

BLUEBERRY CRISP! 
Final Sale Date 
October 24th - 10:00 am – 1:00 pm (or until sold out) 

Reminder:  All Congregate Tidings news articles are due by the 15th of each month.  If you want your 

article published, please send it to Bonnie by not later than the 15th, otherwise it will be published the in 

the following months newsletter. 

Upcoming Events 
October 25th - “Mad Science” and Pumpkin Carving with Pastor John after Sunday services…bring 

your own food and drink.  We are supplying the pumpkins! 

 
October 30th – Field of Prayers Dedication at noon.  COVID Memorial Service at First Church of Christ, 

Congregational at noon.  Eastern Slope Ministerial will be participating in the service. 

mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com
http://www.vaughannh.com/
mailto:pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com


 

November 1st – All Saint’s Sunday - please submit the name of deceased loved one and or friend who 

died from November 2019 to the present.  Send their name(s) to Pastor John via email at 

pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com 

November 8th – Stewardship Sunday - watch for the Pledge cards to arrive via the US Postal Service. 

November 15th
 – Veteran’s Day Recognition 

November 29th
 – First Sunday in Advent 

Vaughan Calendar Fundraiser !!!!! Tickets are on sale through the month of October…the 

more you buy the higher your chances of winning! Prizes are drawn daily, Monday through Friday 

throughout the month of November. You can win a massage, 1 hour of housecleaning, handmade 

jewelry, manicure, REI gift card and much more.  For more information or to purchase tickets, please 

contact Heather at heather@vaughannh.com or call her directly at 356-5213. 

We are planning in person Sunday services to be held in the Sanctuary beginning 

November 22nd.  Stay tuned for updates! 

 

 

mailto:pastorfirstchurchnc@gmail.com
mailto:heather@vaughannh.com

